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Curbing gender based violence
The International Media Conference returned to City Montessori School taking up the theme “
Curbing Gender Based Violence : Role of Media, Society and School “ this year, after six
previous conferences which tackled the issue of violence against children, the girl child and
women. This year’s conference was inaugurated by Hon’ble Ms Rita Bahuguna Joshi, Minister
of Women and Family Welfare, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh, and was attended by senior journalists
and intelligentsia of the society.
According to the recently released data by the National Crime Records Bureau of India, 26
crimes are reported against women every hour, making India one of the deadliest places for
women in the world. The nation of mothers still follows a culture where people idolize sons
and mourn daughters. Being the only school to be awarded the UNESCO Prize for Peace
Education (2002) and also a stake-holder, City Montessori School (CMS) in collaboration with
UN Information Center for India and Bhutan once again took the onus upon itself, through the
7th International Media Conference, by joining hands with the Media, another important
stake-holder to start a campaign to curb gender based violence.

International Media Conference 2017

Invitation
Invitation to address the 8th International Media Conference on ‘Curbing Gender-Based
Violence- Role of Media, Society and School’ on Sunday, 19th August, 2018 from 9 am
at the CMS World Unity Convention Centre, Kanpur Road Campus, Lucknow.

Dear Sir/Madam,
Gender-based violence has gained international notoriety as a grave social and human rights
concern affecting virtually all societies. The root cause behind gender-based violence has been
found to be the patriarchal structure of our society. Progress in addressing gender-based violence
can be attributed in large part to ground breaking studies, such as the World Health Organization
(WHO) Multi-Country Study on Domestic Violence and Women’s Health, which provide much needed
evidence for advocating strong laws and policies and to develop locally relevant programs.
However, this evil has shown little signs to slow down. Rather, in country like ours, gender-based
violence is still being carried out with impunity.
Seventy years after independence, the woman still is not free. The life of woman is still sadly
crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. She lives on a lonely
island of crime and injustice in the midst of a vast ocean of prosperity and justice. She is still
languished in the corners of Indian society and finds herself an exile in her own land.
The violation of women’s fundamental rights through physical, mental, emotional, and sexual
violence against women has become almost commonplace in the Indian context. Violence against
women has taken particularly acute forms in circumstances where populations are already
marginalized, such as in areas affected by armed conflict and undergoing mass displacement.
As a lighthouse of the society, a school should be concerned with the affairs of the age. It is apt
then for the City Montessori School (CMS) society, as an NGO associated with the United Nations
Department of Public Information and the world’s largest school, to raise its voice against
atrocities of gender-based violence. With this concern in mind, we, are organising the 8th
International Media Conference on ‘Curbing Gender Based Violence- Role of Media, Society and
School’ in collaboration with the United Nations Information Centre for India and Bhutan on
Sunday, 19th August, 2018.
We trust you will join in this noble endeavour of striving to provide equal status to our women
and curbing discrimination against them. With this anticipation we cordially invite you to address
the conference on Sunday, 19th August, 2018 from 9 am at the CMS World Unity Convention
Centre, Kanpur Road Campus, Lucknow.
Looking forward to your positive response,
Yours sincerely,

Dr Jagdish Gandhi
Founder-Manager, CMS &
Patron, 8th International Media Conference
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Message from the Chief Patron

Education is the
most powerful
weapon you can
use to change
the world.

The 7th International Media Conference on
“Gender Based Violence : Role of school,
media and society” organized by World Unity
Education Department on 12th August 2017
was a huge success. The conference was
graced by the presence of some eminent
journalists, media persons, educators,
academicians, and stakeholders who made
the conference reach a new high. High end
discussions and deliberations, and
substantial interaction between the
participants and members of the school
fraternity gave a vast platform for exchange
of ideas simultaneously exploring all the
factors responsible for gender based
violence.

same, that education does serve as a
powerful instrument of profound social
transformation, and if humanity is to be
saved from its suicidal self, a change in this
direction is needed.
I would also take this opportunity to extend
my heartfelt thanks to all the members of
media and civil society who have been a part
of not only the 7th International Media
Conference, but also the previous six
editions, and I sincerely request them to
grace the conference with their presence in
the coming years too.

Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world, is an
idea through which Nelson Mandela has
guided the world, and we at CMS believe the

— Dr Jagdish Gandhi
Founder Manager,
City Montessori School, Lucknow

A Jewish proverb says the God created
mothers because He could not be
everywhere.

forms but the abhorrent institutionalization
of gender bias in education, health and
employment.

In ancient India, woman was called “shakti” ,
i.e. “power”. Unfortunately, most of us today
would hesitate to give that status to women
around us for all selfish purposes. How many
roles does she have to play in her lifetime, or
more so is forced to play? How many burdens
she has to carry and how many tests of
society and time does she have to pass to
have men accept her as one of them? Their
own? With our instruments still woefully
inadequate to the task of carrying out
sustainable reform, the school, the home and
the society have to work in collaboration to
build a safer world for women.

The 7th International Media Conference was
an earnest effort to remind each one of us of
our responsibilities as members of the
society, educators and human beings towards
curbing gender based violence. I would like to
thank all our contributors who travelled all
the way to Lucknow to grace the conference.
I would also like to thank Dr Jagdish Gandhi,
Chief Patron and Founder- Manager, CMS,
and Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon, Chief
Operating Officer, CMS for their guidance,
support and blessings to this endeavor of
making world a better place for women. Last
but not the least, I would extend a heartfelt
gratitude towards all the principals, teachers
and my colleagues at the World Unity
Education Department, for believing that we
can surely make a difference.

A simple desire to stand up and do something
for those in need can transform and
metamorphose into a movement that carries
a great promise of assuring the dignity of the
individual and the rights of the helpless silent
masses being subjected to a life of repressive
violence not only in their most visibly blatant

— Anirudh Singh
Convenor & Head
World Unity Education Department
City Montessori School, Lucknow

God created
mother because
he could not
be everwhere.

www.cmseducation.org/media
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Chief Guest, Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna Joshi, Minister for Women’s Welfare, Family Welfare, Mother and Child Welfare, Government of U.P., inaugurating the conference by lighting the lamp.
Also seen are Dr. Jagdish and Bharti Gandhi, Founders of CMS, Padamshree Janak Palta McGilligan and other eminent participants of the conference.
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Introduction

Crimes against women are committed not
only by strangers and outsiders but as seen
in most of the cases they are committed by
people known to the victims full stop
cruelty by husbands and relatives under the
Section 498-A of the Indian penal code is a
major crime committed against women
across the country.
7th International Media conference focused
on the issue of common gender based
violence and the pro active role of media
school and Society. The patriarchal social
structure is one of the main reasons for
crime against women full stop the laws with
regard to crimes against women need to be
made more stringent and a stricter
implication after loss as compared to what
they are today. The prominent media
personalities and people who can make a
difference in the society should raise a
strong voice protesting against crimes
against women. The fourth estate, the

media, is a prominent body existing in
today's society that can play an important
role in Re integration of women in to the
society and administration, and can prove
to be of great worth in helping women
achieve their due status of equality, among
several other tasks. The government also
has a major role to play in common genderbased violence and should provide free Selfdefense programs for girls and women and
it should also be made compulsory in
schools. Objectification of women in films
and television, advertisement and cinema
needs to be stopped on an urgent basis,
keeping in mind the impact it leaves and the
image it creates of women in the minds of
the viewers.
I would also take this opportunity to thank
Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Chief Patron and
Founder-Manager, CMS, and Prof. Geeta
Kingdon, Chief Operating Officer, CMS
Lucknow for entrusting me with this
responsibility. My thanks are also due to
Ms Sushmita Basu, Head, Quality Assurance
and Innovation Department, CMS, Mrs
Manju Nautiyal, Principal, CMS Jopling Road
Campus, and all our respected principals
and the convenor of the Conference,
Mr Anirudh Singh.
Without their support, a conference of such
a magnitude would not have been possible.

- Rishi Khanna
Organising Secretary
International Media Conference

www.cmseducation.org/media

Violence against women, also known as
gender based violence, is collectively
activities that are primarily or exclusively
committed against women. Crime against
women is one of the most serious problems
that the world is tackling today. It is an
exponentially increasing issue which needs
to be sorted immediately. The last few years
have seen a steep rise in crimes against
women that has been presented by
extremely disturbing statistical data by
National Crime Bureau, which needs to be
analyzed on an urgent basis and is
demanding immediate attention. The
startling data shows that 4,27,345 crimes
were committed against women and
children in 2014 which was 15% of the total
crimes committed in the country.
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Group photograph of the distinguished participants of the conference
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE
Opening Ceremony
conducted by Mrs Manju Nautiyal, Principal, CMS Jopling Road Campus

The conference opened with extending a warm
welcome to the Chief Guest, Hon’ble Mrs Rita
Bahuguna Joshi, Minister for Women’s Welfare, Family
Welfare, Mother and Child Welfare, Government of
Uttar Pradesh, and all other eminent guests for the
conference on their arrival at the World Unity
Convention Centre, CMS Kanpur Road Campus. Mrs
Manju Nautiyal , in her opening address to the august
gathering, brought into foreground the laudable efforts
of the CMS fraternity put into organization of the
conference. She also mentioned the surveys showing
the exponentially increasing crime rates, and hence
highlighted the appeal of the school students on behalf
of over two billion children of the world, and
generations yet unborn, to provide them with a safe
and secure future, hence briefing the gathering over
the agenda, “ Curbing gender based violence – Role of
Media, School, and Society “.

School Prayer and Lighting the Lamp
A large group of bright and young students from CMS
Kanpur Road Campus mellifluously rendered the school
prayer “I Bear Witness” and “Hey Mere Paramatma” to
invoke blessings of God.
The conference was inaugurated by the Chief Guest
Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna Joshi, Minister for Women’s
Welfare, Family Welfare, Mother and Child Welfare,
Government of Uttar Pradesh by lighting the lamp. She
was joined in by other dignitaries and principals of all
the campuses of CMS who lit the lamp signifying the
overpowering of dark by light of education. Post the
lighting of the lamp, the guests and participants
assembled for a group photograph.

www.cmseducation.org/media

Cultural Presentation
The students of CMS Rajajipuram Campus presented a
well-staged cultural presentation based on the
increasing crimes against women. Through a
thoughtfully and excellently conceptualized
choreography, students successfully demonstrated the
increasing rate of crimes against women and how the
education of girl child can change the society and the
course of humanity. The act was choreographed by Mrs
Rekha Rawat under the guidance of Mr Arun Tripathi.
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Proceedings of the Conference
Welcome address and objectives of the conference
Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Founder Manager, CMS and
Chief Patron of the conference took to
introducing the Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna
Joshi, Minister for Women’s Welfare, Family
Welfare, Mother and Child Welfare,
Government of Uttar Pradesh, and welcomed
all the esteemed dignitaries to the 7th
International Media Conference.
Discussing the objectives of the conference, Dr
Gandhi stressed upon the global nature of the
issue of gender based violence, and said that it
is not confined to the boundaries of merely our
nation, but is an issue facing several countries.
In addition, stressing upon the role of school to
curb gender based violence; he said that we
should seek assistance from young minds to

Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Founder-Manager, CMS, Lucknow

www.cmseducation.org/media

address this problem across the globe. Dr Gandhi quoted former President of South Africa and Nobel Laureate Nelson Mandela
that education is the most powerful weapon to change the mindset of the people. He emphasized on the need of discussion
and deliberation as a major solution to curb gender based violence. Lastly, he thanked Mr Anirudh Singh, Convener of the
Conference and Mr Rishi Khanna, Organizing Secretary of the Conference for their initiative to organize the event.
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Dr. (Mrs) Bharti Gandhi introduces the Chief Guest to the audience.
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Address by Chief Guest
Empowerment is not only
through laws, but by
feeling empowered.
Every woman should feel
the dignity of being a
woman.
Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna Joshi,
Minister for Women’s Welfare, Family Welfare,
Mother and Child Welfare, Government of Uttar Pradesh

Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna Joshi, Minister for Women’s
Welfare, Family Welfare, Mother and Child Welfare,
Government of Uttar Pradesh, began her address by
thanking Dr Jagdish Gandhi and Dr Bharti Gandhi, and the
entire CMS fraternity for having her at the conference, and
congratulated for the organization of the event. She
expressed her pleasure at observing the young children
actively involved in all the proceedings of the conference.
Mrs. Joshi laid stress on the unacceptability of any form of
violence by any constitution in the world, and said that in all
spheres of life, it’s the woman who is considered the softest
target. She mentioned some disturbing statistics of female
foeticide, dowry deaths, abortions, domestic violence, and
several other issues and raised questions over the
implementation of the diktats of religions. She mentioned

cases like Jessica Lal, Nirbahaya, thereby talking about the
importance of a swift judiciary and efficient police. Mrs Joshi
also lauded the contribution of the North-Eastern women in
the growth of the nation ever since India fought for its
independence and said that we must all draw inspiration
from the strength of those women.
She mentioned of the several commendable efforts of the
government, both at the center and state level and assured a
smoother and swifter machinery to address cases against
women and reducing them, within the next six months. Mrs
Joshi also highlighted the importance of a teacher in the life
of a student and said that it’s a teacher alone who can make
the child realize his role as a global citizen.

Speakers’ Perspectives
Like charity, first lessons
of equality begin at home.

Ms Sutapa Sanyal

At the outset, Ms Sanyal began by thanking the organizing
committee for bringing all the eminent personalities together
to discuss an issue that demands immediate attention.
Dr. Sanyal said that gender based violence is a malady which
cuts right across societies; that most women face violence of
different degrees and it is a continuum of different forms of
violence, such as foeticide and sexual harassment. Dr Sanyal

classified the reasons behind gender based violence into
three categories : historical, cultural and psychological,
further stating that we have historically been a patriarchal
society which has made women be on the losing side. She
raised questions against the menace, objectification,
stereotyping, discrimination, victim blaming and shaming,
and culture of silence against women.

www.cmseducation.org/media

Director General,
Mahila Samman Prakoshth, UP Police
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Cultural Presentation by students of CMS
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Speakers’ Perspectives
Teachers get clay, society
gets concrete.

Dr. Jawhar Sircar
Former Chief Executive Officer,
Prasar Bharti, New Delhi

Dr. Jawhar Sircar congratulated the gathering on selection of
a relevant and appropriate topic, and emphasized on the
need of discussing and devising solutions for the same. He
said that it is more important for us to address the
deteriorating state of society. Talking about the role of
media, he said that media has a role tendency to
sensationalize, which is its genetic problem, and induced

humor in his words, and added that media should
constructively sensationalize a matter, and rather than
highlighting the victims, it should highlight the perpetrators
of violence. Mr Sircar concluded with a question for the
audience to ponder upon, that gender-based violence is a
disease: should we succumb to the pressure of it?

I’ve been given this life by
a woman: my mother; it
was completed by a
woman: my wife; it was
fulfilled by two women:
my daughters.
Mr. Rahul Dev
Senior Journalist, New Delhi

existence. Media should be reluctant in objective portrayal of
women, and should stop making women feel inadequate on
the conventional beauty standards. Lastly, he stressed on the
involvement of women in the decision-making bodies of
society to empower them, and bring them on foreground.
www.cmseducation.org/media

Mr Rahul Dev started his address on an emotional note with
talking about the importance of women in his life. He said
that men have to admit that we all have a beast inside us and
that education is the only medium to tame it. He said that
the mindset of people has become entertainment oriented,
which looks of objectification of women and derives pleasure
out of it. It is at this point, where role of media comes into

11
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Speakers’ Perspectives
A woman remains
invincible, till another
woman rises against her.

Mr. Amitabh Agnihotri
Executive Editor, ETV New Delhi

Mr Amitabh Agnihotri addressed the assembly with immense
enthusiasm, thanking the organizers and saying that looking
at the children he felt that they are the fruits of the seed,
Mr Gandhi planted in 1959. Mr Agnihotri pointed out the
caustic realities of the society and highlighted the social evils
like dowry, domestic violence, child marriage, sexual
harassment, and female infanticide. He also highlighted a
much less talked about issue of women rising against women

and suppressing each other he reminded us of the preindependence social structure of the Indian society that
granted equal status to men and women, and urged the
gathering to come forward and revive the tradition. He
concluded on an extremely positive note, saying that
daughters and women are as much a part of the family, as
much as is the son and that all of us should begin breaking
the stereotypes.

Law, courts and
governments can't do
anything alone. We must
have internal concerns
about respect for women.
We must do our bits!
Hon’ble Mr Justice
Adel Omer Hafez Sherif
Hon'ble Justice Mr. Adel Omar Hafez Sherif thanked the
entire CMS fraternity to have invited him to the 7th
International Media Conference. He lauded the efforts of
CMS to have understood the relevance and urgency of
discussing the topic at hand. Justice laid stress on immediate
examining of the issue of gender based violence. He said that
it's been centuries that women and children have been left
behind under the overarching structure of patriarchy, which
has a devastating effect on their social as well as mental well

being. He also stated several reasons such as prevalent
customs and practices, negative role of mass media, lack of
faith in a woman's abilities, and man's internal and external
pathos, among others, as major reasons for the exponentially
increasing gender based violence. He concluded by saying
that lack of education is something that disintegrates women
from social structure, and it is education alone which can
reintegrate them back in the structure.

www.cmseducation.org/media

Deputy Chief Justice, Egypt
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Speakers’ Perspectives
Violence against women
is a yardstick by which we
can measure violence
against humankind of that
era.

Padamshree Janak Palta McGilligan
Social Worker and Environmentalist

Ms McGilligan shared her valuable experience at High Level
Political Forum at United Nations discussing over the
achievement of Sustainable Development Goals and lauded
the commitment of India towards achieving the same,
especially goal number five that talks about gender equality.
She said that it is evident that all forms of violence degrade
not only the victims, but also the perpetrators. Violence of
any kind is merely a symptom, she said, and said that we
must all get down to finding the causes for these symptoms

because that alone will lead to curbing gender based violence
from the grassroots level. She also said that the root cause is
the failure of society to accept the reality, to accept that
equality is a given and not too much to ask for. She
highlighted a uniquely important point - the existence of
India and Bharat within our country, and have details of the
set of problems people of all cultures face. She concluded
with the idea of involving women in decision-making because
it's high time we heard our women.

What men of this era can't
accept, they must pass it on
to their succeeding
generations : the fact that
women are far more
superior than men. The
sooner we accept, the
better it is.
Mr. Abhigyan Prakash

www.cmseducation.org/media

Senior Editor, NDTV, New Delhi
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Mr Abhigyan Prakash directly pointed out that there's no two
opinion on the fact that violence against women begins with
the family of that very male. He said that if men are living
under the pretext that women of today are as helpless as
women of a century ago, they need to be warned of the
abilities of a woman. He said that education and economic

empowerment of a woman is of paramount importance
because we all must accept that it's both men and women,
equally, who run the country. And the problem lies in the fact
that let alone the superiority, men can't accept even the
equality of both the genders.

International Media Conference 2017

Speakers’ Perspectives
Keeping women devoid of
their rights is the worst
form of violence.

Mr. Abhijeet Mishra
Resident Editor, Dainik Jagran, Lucknow

Mr Mishra raised an extremely important issue that goes
unnoticed. He said that even those who are economically
empowered face violence. Even those who are well
educated, face violence. So if it not education and economic
empowerment alone that can lead to curbing gender based
violence. We need to work on our line of thought, our
mentality, to let women enjoy equal status in the social

structure. He said that elimination of reservation will though
take away the special privileges of women, it will give them
something far more important - equality. He also said that a
woman's ability to create life is the divine certification of her
superiority, then why is it an issue for men to accept the
same.

I object to the idea of
WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT, when
it's the women who
empower us.

Mr. Akhilesh Anand

Mr Anand began with laying stress on education of a child,
and said that quality education and training is the key to
mould the child into a responsible citizen, and is imperative
in the early formative years of every person. He said that it's
education alone that can make a person realise the
importance of becoming a good human being. Next, talking
about the society he said that man is a social animal and
most important lessons are learnt in society. Social boycott of

the perpetrators is an apt measure to discourage gender
based violence. He also highlighted the power of media, and
urged them to unite in the outrage against gender based
violence. Concluding his address he said that it is the
Government which should work with an empowered
approach, and it is through it that we can provide our women
their due share of status and rights.

www.cmseducation.org/media

Prime Time Anchor, ABP News
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CMS students demonstrate the plight of women through a thought provoking cultural presentation
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Speakers’ Perspectives
Tamam umra main yahi
bhool karta Raha
Dhool chehre pe thi, aaina
saaf karta Raha

Mr. Atul Agarwal
Editor-in-Chief, Hindi Khabar

Mr Agarwal raised a question that often goes unasked - are
men not violated? He said that more often than not, media
trades with men and women for all commercial purposes,
and eventually that becomes a problem because we're gladly
objectifying the cross-gender relationships. He said that it's
high time we cleared our lenses of viewing the society, role

of women and her status. He also emphasized on
implementing what we preach others, and said that if that
starts happening, change is bound to flow. Mr Agarwal left
with a question for the audience to ponder upon, that with
all the exponentially increasing atrocities around us, where
are we as a social institution heading?

If you treat your children
equally at home, you'll
never face a single
problem in society.
Dr Waiel Awwad
Political Analyst and
Senior International Journalist, New Delhi

speak everything against men because that will eventually
lead to a disturbing imbalance in the society. He said that
matriarchy is as harmful as patriarchy, and we must strive to
build an egalitarian society instead. What he stressed upon,
lastly, was that empowerment is not helping the victim after
being violated. True empowerment lies in taking measures
before the mishaps even take place.
www.cmseducation.org/media

Dr Awwad pointed out that since we live in a civil society,
gender based violence is a civil issue. He stated some
disturbing statistics and highlighted the role of media,
especially, in exposing the perpetrators and empowering the
survivors of violence. Though he talked firmly in support of
women empowerment, he also pointed out that under the
pretext of the same a woman must not always be allowed to

17
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Eminent participants of the conference pay their obeisance to God during the school prayer
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Speakers’ Perspectives
Until some women
commit severe crimes
against men to save their
own dignity, the society
will not get a lesson!

Mr. Vikas Mishra
Deputy Executive Producer,
Aaj Tak, New Delhi

Making a statement as strong as this, Mr Mishra reiterated
the fact that violation of a woman’s dignity begins at home.
That children should be taught since their early schooling the
nuances of society and gender based violence among many
other sensitive issues, it is imperative for them to learn all
mechanisms of self defense. He also talked about society and

marriage as more of a commercial institution. He said that
there are enough laws present to empower women; the
problem lies in under-implementation and overimplementation of these laws. Balance is the key to a
perfectly functioning society, is what he concluded his
address with.

Gender based violence is
a political puzzle. Along
with opposing
oppression, a woman
must certainly ask for her
rights.
Ms. Sehba Hussian
Ms. Sahba Hussain expressed her gratitude to Dr Gandhi for
having invited her over to the Conference that's dealing with
a pertinent issue that demand immediate attention. She also
lauded the efforts of the CMS fraternity for pulling off a
conference of such a statute. Ms Hussain immediately shifted
her attention to the emergency related to gender based
violence, and categorised different areas of the world
highlighting their different issues. She said that the problem

isn't the inadequacy of laws, but that of inadequacy of their
implementation, and that is one thing that needs to be done
on priority. She said that an exponential growth is though
seen in the urban living, but there hasn't been any concrete
growth and improvement in the lives of the rural people. She
also highlighted the corporate social responsibility of private
sector, and demanded for coordinated working of the
government and the former.

www.cmseducation.org/media

Beti Foundation, Lucknow
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A view of the audience at 7th International Media Conference
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Speakers’ Perspectives
Trust is the most
dangerous weapon of
gender violence,
especially in a manwoman relationship.

Mr. Mukesh Bhardwaj
Editor, Jansatta, New Delhi

Mr Bhardwaj mostly spoke of role of media, and discussed
the issues facing India on urgent basis. He said that there's a
stark similarity in all the cases of gender based violence. In
every case, the oppressors remain the same, the oppressed
remain the same, only the faces change. Everywhere, it's a
game of power, the more powerful always suppresses the

less powerful. He also differentiated between sensational
reporting and aggressive reporting and urged the media to
use the latter to draw attention to issues of contemporary
relevance. He stressed on bringing about changes in the
curriculum of school teaching.

Every man is born, raised,
and nourished by a
woman, yet there are
men who do not
acknowledge the
superiority of women.
Dr Iraj Abedian

Mr Iraj Abedian raised his concerns over the seriousness of
the issue, and said that it is brutal, real, societal epidemic on
a global level, and happens in the name of religion and
culture, in both the times of peace and war. He said that both
men and women are born with same human spirit, the
sooner we realise it the better it is for all. He emphasized on

the need for compulsory education that teaches children to
stand for each other. It's been centuries that she has stood
for him; it's time now every he should stand for every she.
He also said that mothers are the first educators for a child,
and fathers have an imperative role in reinforcing what
mothers establish.
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Panelists during the Discussion at the conference
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Interactive Session
CHAIRPERSON:

Mr Sandeep Chaudhary
Prime Time News Anchor, News 24

PANELISTS:

Mr Sripal Shaktawat
Senior Editor, ETV Rajasthan

Mr Mithaq Kazimi
Josh Talks

Mr Sabu George

Ms Alisar Awwad

Women’s Rights Activist, New Delhi

Human Rights Activist

Mr Rahul Dev
Senior Journalist, New Delhi

At the outset, the chairperson welcomed all the panelists and
the new participants who joined the panel for the interactive
session. In his introduction, Mr Sandeep Chaudhary surmised
that it indeed was a noble endeavour to deliberate on how to
curb crimes against women. Various speakers, during the day,
he said aired varied opinions on the subject and clarified that
Mrs Bhanwari Devi should be taken as an example because
she has showcased exemplary courage and determination
against what most women succumb to. Condemning the
melodramatic approach to the issue and shedding of
crocodile tears, he remarked that the social evils and false

Panel
Discussion

practices have stockpiled the can of worms. The rallying cry
and the hullabaloo will, in no way, serve as an egress from
the problem. Reprehending the statements of some political
leaders who addressed a rape as a political conspiracy,
Mr Chaudhary gave examples of women of our country who
held the highest offices in the Government but despite being
women themselves became a part of the political system and
its patriarchal structure.
Mr Chaudhary opened the floor for discussion by asking as to
why there is an amassment of the crimes against women,
despite proliferating literacy rate?

www.cmseducation.org/media

The post lunch session witnessed an invigorating and riveting Interactive
Roundtable Discussion chaired by Mr Sandeep Chowdhary, Prime Time
News Anchor, News 24, who conducted the session in a sterling
manner, ensuring optimum participation amongst the panelists and also
between the members of the audience and the panelists.
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Panel Discussion
The chairperson began the session by welcoming
all the panelists and the new participants who
joined in for the interactive session. Me Chaudhary
lauded the efforts of CMS to have selected a topic
of contemporary relevance, since it does demand
urgent attention from the world community on a
whole. He said that all through the first session,
various aspects have been touched upon by all
eminent speakers. One important thing that he
pointed out was that achieving gender equality is
a struggle of power; power because women are
devoid of their basic rights, and unless we grant
them some special place in society, we cannot
bring them up to equality. He further said that
however much we try to overlook this, we are very
much a patriarchal society that is running on a
man’s wish. Even if we educate and empower our
daughters, we will not be able to make them feel
safe because unfortunately it’s a man’s world.
Hence, the struggle, more than for education and
empowerment, is against patriarchy, for
egalitarianism.
Mr Chaudhary opened the floor for discussion with
a question by the audience as to what should the
youth do to tackle the situation which is very
much a problem in their generation too?
Mr Rahul Dev, Senior Journalist, New Delhi said
that there is no denying in the fact that a man’s
physical strength is much more than that of a
woman. Physically, the man is way ahead. There
may be an incident, unfortunately, where a
woman might have to face violation and abuse,
and harassment for that matter. In such cases
what must always be remembered by the woman
is that no incident that happens to her is greater
than the dignity she accord to herself.
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Mr Sripal Shaktawat, Senior Editor, ETV Rajasthan
said that the society often associates dignity with
the victim of the violence, and fears loss of respect
in case the issue comes into limelight. This is
where we’re going wrong. We should, instead,
associate the loss of respect with the family and
life of the perpetrators.
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putting more than needed pressure on the
government. The next question taken from the
audience was whether we are avoiding the truth,
to which, before taking an answer from the panel,
Mr Chowdhary answered by saying that 21st
century is indeed an era of post truth, where
realities are constructed according to man’s needs.
The first response was taken by Mr Rahul Dev, who
said that solutions to the issue of gender based
violence are intangible. This is a problem of lack of
awareness on the part of both men and women,
and hence it is insolvable on the surface. He said
that irrespective of what the political bigwigs have
to say about the issue, what matters is up to what
extent are we trying to rectify ourselves on our
personal level. The task is not easy, and might
take several generations and decades to be
eradicated permanently.
Mr Sripal Shaktawat said we already have
sufficiently enough role models in and around. The
problem lies in the negative approach we carry in
the understanding of events. Often we are
prejudiced against women when she is asking for
her rights! We should get to idolizing the real life
models and heroes, survivors around us, instead of
looking for fancy motivations.
Next question Mr Chowdhary took from the
audience was whether the entire movement of
women empowerment is merely a social
shenanigan. He was amazed at the directness of
the question and opened the floor for answers.
Mr Sabu George disagreed with women
empowerment being a mere shenanigan. He said
that the government is working at several levels;
all we need to do is recognize its efforts and be a
contributor. He said that though at a gradual pace,
the change is indeed happening.
Mr Sripal Shaktawat extended briefly Mr George’s
point. He said that even if we place women in
higher order in the system, nothing will change if
we do not work on our line of thoughts and
mentality.

Ms Alisar Awwad, Human Rights Activist, on
being asked whether modernity is a cause of
decay in morality, agreed and said man is
distancing himself from the conventions and
morals, and is not realizing the importance of
morality in the life of a human. She said that we
are forgetting our duties as the most responsible
creatures on the planet.

Mr Chaudhary very much agreed to the points
made and added that it’s a collective social
responsibility of us all, everyone who is a part of
this society, irrespective of whether they have
been a victim or have been safe, to fight the
demons in our society. He opened the floor for
next question and the panel was asked if we
stereotype women.

Mr Chowdhary, in concurrence with Ms Alisar,
extended the point by saying that we are indeed

Mr Alisar said that certainly stereotype women.
The society has drawn certain stringent
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boundaries for women, has made a framework
within which a woman is supposed to conduct
herself! She said that violence is not just physical.
These boundaries, feeling of being unsafe, the
mental and intellectual challenges that patriarchy
poses are equally a form of violence that just goes
unnoticed.
Her point was immediately extended by
Mr Mithaq Kazimi, when he said that stopping
violence at workplace was an urgent need
because women are as much a part of the system,
corporate or government, public or private
whatsoever, as a man is. Then why is there
discrimination in assuming her to be intellectually
sound and equal to a man?
Mr Rahul Dev, on being asked whether instead of
sensitizing, media is sensationalizing, said that
more than media it’s the viewers who are
responsible for the selling of sensational news
because heavy duty discussions on issues of
contemporary relevance is not everyone’s cup of
tea, and hence people look for entertainment all
the time. He said that it’s the general public who
demands sensationalizing of information.

Mr Chaudhary slightly disagreed with Mr Rahul
Dev, and made several other points. He said that
change in society will begin when we begin to
change ourselves and our mentality. The world is a
complex place and everything has a dramatic
transformation. We need more sensitization,
because solutions to the issue are both short and
long term. The last question posed on the panel
was what are the individual roles of media, school
and society in curbing gender based violence.
Mr Sripal Shaktawat said that the laws that the
government has made are strict and sufficient,
only that the government should fasten and
deepen their implementations.
Mr Rahul Dev answered that the society should
not be affected by premonition and prejudices. He
said that it’s we who have to take care of the
social arrangement. He emphasized on the fact
that a parent is in himself an entire system for his
children, he should take risks; he often keeps quiet
under the fear of loss of social identity but it’s time
now that he should start voicing his concerns.
Wherever we are in position of rights, we must
make judicious use of it.

Dr. Bharti Gandhi, Founder Director,
CMS puts forth her query before the
panelists.

Mr Roshan Forouhi Gandhi
Director of Strategy
City Montessori School, Lucknow

Mr Roshan Forouhi concluded the conference
with a vote of thanks. He began with thanking
the panel of speakers for taking up an issue of
contemporary relevance, stressing on the
theme of the conference – widespread
discrimination and several forms of violence.
Mr Forouhi reiterated briefly the main ideas
that were put up in the conference like the
causes of the spread of violence, psychological
factors governing the perpetrators, how should

we look for a solution-oriented approach,
multi-stakeholder approach, role of education,
role of society and role of media.
Lastly he thanked Mr Kurian for all the
multimedia presentations, Mr Anirudh Singh,
Convenor of the Conference and Head, World
Unity Education Department, and Mr Rishi
Khanna, Organizing Secretary
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Vote of Thanks
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Glimpses

Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna Joshi,
Minister for Women’s Welfare,
Family Welfare,
Mother and Child Welfare,
Government of Uttar Pradesh,
being welcomed by Dr Jagdish Gandhi,
Founder Manager,
City Montessori School.

School prayer by
CMS students
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Inauguration of the
conference by the
Chief Guest by Lighting
the Lamp
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Glimpses

Mrs. Sutapa Sanyal, former Director General, Mahila Samman Prakoshth,
U.P. Police being welcomed by CMS student’s Pipe band on her arrival
at the conference

A view of the venue of the conference

Dr. Bharti Gandhi, Founder Director, City Montessori School
addressing the audience.

A skit being presented to highlight the plight of women.

Eminent participants of the conference pay their obeisance to God
during the school prayer.
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Hon’ble Mrs Rita Bahuguna Joshi, Minister for Women’s Welfare,
Family Welfare, Mother and Child Welfare Government of U.P.
being felicitated by Ms. Susmita Basu, Head Quality Assurance and
Innovation Department, CMS
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Glimpses

Eminent participants of the conference lighting the lamp at the
inauguration of the conference.

Honb’le Chief Guest with Dr. (Mrs) Bharti Gandhi, Founder - Director
of CMS.
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Cultural presentation by CMS students.
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CMS teachers put forth their queries before the panelists
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Opening Ceremony
conducted by Mrs Manju Nautiyal, Principal, CMS Jopling Road Campus

The conference began with a rousing welcome to the Chief
Guest, Hon’ble Mrs Syeda Shadab Fatima, Minister for
Women Welfare, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh and other eminent
participants on their arrival at the World Unity Convention
Centre, CMS Kanpur Road Campus. In her introductory
speech, Mrs Manju Nautiyal, Principal, CMS, Jopling Road
branch, highlighted the efforts of the school students for
appealing on various occasions to safeguard the future of
world’s over two billion children and generations yet- to- be
born and gave a brief introduction to the agenda of the
conference “Curbing crime against women : Role of school,
society and media” highlighting the surveys showing the
exponentially increasing crime rate.

School Prayer
A choir group of young and bright students from CMS Anand
Nagar Campus invoked the blessings of God by mellifluously
rendering the school prayer and devotional song to the
accompaniment of harmonious music. Hon’ble Mrs Syeda
Shadab Fatima, State Minister for Women Welfare, Govt. of
Uttar Pradesh inaugurated the conference by lighting the
lamp. She was joined by the other dignitaries including the
eminent participants and principals from all the campuses of
CMS who lighted the multi pronged lamp stands with the
sense of the victory of light over darkness, truth over lie
and salvation over death. This was followed by the
presentation of mementoes and a group photograph with
distinguished guests of honour.

Welcome address & objectives of the

Conference.
Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Founder Manager, CMS and Chief Patron
of the conference took the opportunity of introducing the
Chief Guest, Hon’ble Mrs Syeda Shadab Fatima, State
Minister (Independent Charge) for Women Welfare, Govt. of
Uttar Pradesh and welcoming the esteemed educationists,
leaders and the eminent personalities from the field of
media.
While talking about the objectives behind organising the
conference, Dr Gandhi said that the tendency to commit
crimes against women is embedded in the minds and hearts
of society which is the biggest issue to be fought against. He
further said the increasing rate of heinous crimes against
women lies in the reason that the man of today is devoid of
spiritual education. The solution lies in the classroom.
Schools should act as a lighthouse of the society. The
children should be given balanced material, divine and
human education. The teacher should act as a transmitter of
morality. It is for this reason that City Montessori School, as
the world’s largest school has raised its voice for the
provision of equal opportunities for girls and boys. He
further said that the tiny step by CMS needs support of the
various organisations and especially the fourth estate and
one of the most powerful pillars of democracy, the media in
raising consciousness to curb the crimes against women.

The students of CMS Mahanagar Campus (I), presented a
well- staged cultural programme based on the increment of
crimes against women and women empowerment. Through
a thoughtfully and excellently conceptualised choreography,
students successfully demonstrated the increasing rate of
crimes against women and how the education of girl child
can change the society and the course of humanity

Opening Address
In her keynote address, Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon,
President, CMS, focused upon the major objectives behind
the conference and questioned the safety of India as a
country for women. Talking about the brutality in Delhi Rape
Case, she questioned the unethical and inhuman behaviour
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Cultural Presentation by students of
CMS, Mahanagar Campus (I)
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of the perpetrators and the judicial system of the country.
Talking about media, she further said that it is more than just
a pillar of the democracy. It can be deemed as the eyes, the
limbs and the ears of the society. Partnership between
media and schools is one of the major issues she focused
upon as both of them together can bring about a huge
change in the society. Women face disadvantages in all
spheres namely life expectancy, health care, literacy,
employment, earnings, physical and mental security, and
education. She pointed out that investing in girls’ education
gives the highest returns for national development. She even
highlighted a school survey pointing out that a high
proportion of teachers, as well as students believed that girls
were less enthusiastic and less capable than boys. Thus the
ironic attitude of teachers and students needs a change.
earnings, physical and mental security, and education. She
pointed out that investing in girls’ education gives the
highest returns for national development. She even
highlighted a school survey pointing out that a high
proportion of teachers, as well as students believed that girls
were less enthusiastic and less capable than boys. Thus the
ironic attitude of teachers and students needs a change.
The world suffers a lot. Not because of the violence of the
bad people, but because of the silence of the good people.
So, she further pointed out that youth being the best bet to
count upon, we need a change of mindset and the laws
strengthening the rights of women to be strongly adhered
to. Women should be considered as an equal part of the
society and must not be seen just as an extra mouth to feed.

Keynote Address
Ms Lalitha Kumaramangalam
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Chairperson, National Commission
for Women, New Delhi
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Expressing her pleasure on being
present at the occasion to discuss such
a burning issue, Ms Lalitha
Kumaramangalam, Chairperson, National Commission for
Women, New Delhi appreciated and acknowledged the
presence of the members of the house. In her address, she
expressed her concern over the alarming crime rate against
women and requested the NGOs to take an active part in
helping to curb these heinous crimes which have shaken the
roots of the country. She blamed the patriarchal social
structure for being the main reason of the assaults and
atrocities on women. She further condemned the society
and the police for being a part of the vicious cycle. She said,
“We have failed as a society. We have not only stopped
making a difference, but have even culminated the
problem.’’
Talking about mutual respect, equal rights and duties for
both men and women, equal opportunities for boys and girls
alike, she further pressed upon the issue of tolerance being
the new intolerance. Though on one hand she expressed her
gratitude to the media, on the other hand she requested the

media not to sensationalise women’s issues which after
being highlighted too much in the society are often
counterproductive. Talking about the reported crimes by
Home Ministry’s National Crime Records Bureau, she
referred to them as the mere tip of the iceberg and
requested the society to help in solving the problems at
hand.
In the interactive session, on being prompted by Mr. Rahul
Dev, Senior Journalist from New Delhi that the media cannot
be blamed for this situation as the news channels have only
8% of the country’s population as viewers while
entertainment takes over the rest of the huge 92%, she
tackled the question by appreciating the news media and
condemning the entertainment media.

Mr Rahul Dev
Senior Journalist,
New Delhi

In his address, Mr Dev said that he was
moved by the speeches of the eminent
personalities present at the conference,
and shifting his focus to Mrs Bhanwari
Devi, he said that she did not need
words to express what she wanted to. The issue at hand has
been a burning one since times immemorial, but still a little
too less has been done about the same. Talking about the
mind-set of the people, Mr Dev said that unless the women
are empowered in the society, education cannot do much
because if they are suppressed, they cannot play their
designated role in the society and nothing much will change.
For us to see the difference, women have to be treated at
par with the men. Calling family as the first school, he
focussed upon the importance of media, society and
teachers in curbing the crime against women. The line
between the poor and the rich needs to be eradicated if the
condition of women has to be strengthened. Underlining the
importance of mutual respect, he concluded by saying that if
we all take it upon ourselves to curb the crime against
women, we will surely succeed in eradicating this evil from
the society.

Address by Chief Guest
Hon’ble Mrs Syeda Shadab
Fatima
State Minister for Women Welfare,
Govt. of Uttar Pradesh

Hon’ble Mrs Syeda Shadab Fatima, in
her enlightening address pointed out
that it was high time that we now find solutions to what is
tantamount to something worse than racism, genocide and
something as abominable as holocaust. Citing examples of
great ladies like Ms Arunima Sinha (First female amputee to
climb Everest),Ms Kalpana Chawla, Ms Indira Gandhi and
Mrs Bharti Gandhi, she said that the world needs a change
by more such women. Comparing the rate of crime and the
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Mrs Bhanwari Devi
Dalit Social Worker,
Rajasthan

Mrs Bhanwari Devi, who herself was a
victim of a gang rape in 1992 by men of
higher caste in her efforts to prevent a
child marriage, informed about the
alarming situation in Rajasthan. She
said that the disparity between males and females in this
region is very high. The problem requires a massive political
movement dedicated to the cause of liberation of women
because they represent half of the population. The outrage
against the plight of women is missing in the population. It is
because of the increasing pysche of familiarisation and desensitisation amongst the masses that have started believing
that increment of crimes against women is not such a big
issue to be given attention to. Media has a very important
role to play in instilling a sense of concern, anguish and
outrage in the minds of people against the perpetrators. She
concluded by saying, “We women should be happy about
growing awareness and be proud of being a ‘She’.”

Mr Prabhu Chawla
Editorial Director,
New Indian Express, New Delhi

Beginning his address by saying that
actions speak louder than words, Mr
Chawla said that similar discussions in
Parliament have yielded no results so
far. Condemning the whole idea of
Women’s Welfare Programs and Women’s Commission for
Empowerment, he stated that we ourselves are opening the
gates for inequality by establishing such institutions. He
further supported the print media and criticized the
popularization of increment of TRPs by airing daily soaps like
Balika Vadhu which serve no purpose. Talking about the only
woman Prime Minister the country has ever had, he took
Mrs Indira Gandhi as an example to showcase the strength a
woman has. He further talked about the ratio of men and
women on eminent positions in the country and cited
examples as to how no woman till date has been the Chief
Justice of the country which shows the sad state of affairs.
He suggested that the media should go beyond the call of
duty by conceptualising programmes that can help women,
and also expressed confidence that Indians will find answers
and address this crisis because ignoring the equality of
women will be fateful and will bring misfortunes in many
forms.

Ms Justice Graciela J. Dixon
Former Chief Justice,
Panama

Reminding the people about the
Panama Conference on the topic of
Crime against Women, she talked about
the three and a half million inhabitants
of her country and how the topic of the
conference has been a burning issue worldwide. The much
needed multicultural approach is what the world is looking
for. She added that the mainstream media has focus on what
will sell. She said that the term crime has a wide scope and
the scars it leaves on the society can never be erased. Placing
education of women at the prime focus, she further stressed
upon the acknowledgement of the roles of the members of
the society and concluded by saying that we still have a long
way to go before we even come close to equality.

Hon’ble Mr Justice Adel Omer
Hafez Sherif
Deputy Chief Justice,
Supreme Constitutional Court of Egypt

In his address, Hon’ble Mr Sherif said
that the crimes against women damage
their self respect. Violence against
women is a common problem prevalent
in all countries across the world. Justice Sherif said and
attributed the basic reason to be preference for boys. In this
context, he emphasised that education of women is very
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respect for women in the Indian society, she found the
equation as inversely proportional. A lot is being done wrong
in the name of religion and the idolisation of men as
demigods and they being considered as the gate to salvation,
the freedom and status quo of women is in peril. We need
to defend it with all our might. Talking about the transition
from 19th to 21st century, the State Minister pointed out
that during these years we under-went a complete cycle of
economic, constitutional and social developments, but we
sadly degraded on moral, humanitarian and ethical grounds.
Touching the major issues like dowry deaths, rape cases,
female foeticide, she blamed each and everyone for this
present situation. She condemned the society for not abiding
by the rules and questioned the ethics of workplace of
women. Taking Mrs Bhanwari Devi as an example, she
requested the parents to teach their children the difference
between a good and a bad touch and pointed out that the
family members, media, judiciary and police bear equal
responsibilities in gender violence including rapes, sexual
assaults, relationship violence, sexual harassment, stalking,
prostitution and sex trafficking. She underlined the key
issues of women empowerment which will strengthen the
position of women in the society and said that there is no
dearth of laws in the country. What is required is the political
will to implement these laws. It is not possible to solve the
problem of gender unless other injustices prevailing in the
society are addressed simultaneously as all these injustices
are interlinked and share a common thread of an unequal
and unjust society which has to be changed by a huge
political tsunami in which women need to take the lead, she
concluded.
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important because the woman takes the form of anchor of
the family. Condemning such atrocities, he further stated
that these crimes are not just against women, they are
against the whole of humanity. He concluded by saying that
unity of thoughts is important as it can bring about a change
in the moral fabric of the society!

Mr Mithaq Kazimi
Executive Producer, WION News,
New Delhi
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In his address, Mr Mithaq Kazimi
deemed the topic as a global issue.
Talking about certain articles praising
the women, he found them a failed
endeavour, another could-have-been,
another-never-was! He further stressed upon the starting
point of all the problems as the limitation of access to
education. Justice to the issue needs to be done, and the
inhuman behaviour needs to be condemned. He concluded
by stressing upon the lack of knowledge as the major reason
for all the problems, as Knowledge is Power!
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Mr R.C. Gupta
Former Joint Secretary, Law, Govt. of
Uttar Pradesh and General Secretary, CMS

Mr R C Gupta, in his closing address,
talked about the rising crime rate and
the alarming situation in the country.
Talking about equality, he said that the
falling female ratio has disturbed the
balance of nature. A woman is the media of life creation and
therefore needs to be protected. Her contribution to the
family is immense. The subjection of women to heinous
crimes like rapes and murders, brutality associated with early
marriages and problems relating to dowry have pushed the
country down the path of crime and corruption. He quoted a
popular saying that ‘a son is the son till he gets a wife, a
daughter will be your daughter for the whole of your life.’
The situation is very alarming and the society needs to take
necessary steps to curb the crimes against women. He
exhorted that there is an urgent need to for creation of
widespread awareness through media, social networking
and mobilising support for this issue. Therefore, it is
imperative that we come together and work with dedication
towards eradication of this evil from the society. He
concluded by expressing his gratitude to all the speakers for
sparing their precious time and contributing in spreading
awareness on this issue.

Mrs Bhanwari Devi was presented with a cheque of Rs. 1 lakh and a momento
by Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Founder Manager- City Montessori School, Prof Geeta
Gandhi Kingdon, President and Chief Operating Officer- City Montessori
School, Ms Lalita Kumaramangalam, Chairperson, National Commission for
Women, New Delhi and Mrs Syeda Shadab Fatima, State Minister for Women
Welfare, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh for her exemplary courage and her fight
against injustice towards women, rather than succumbing to social injustice.

International Media Conference 2017

Brief Report of the 6th International Media Conference

Interactive Session
Panel Discussion

At the outset, the chairperson
welcomed all the panelists and the new
participants who joined the panel for
the interactive session. In his
introduction, Mr Sandeep Chaudhary
surmised that it indeed was a noble
endeavour to deliberate on how to curb
crimes against women. Various
speakers, during the day, he said aired varied opinions on the
subject and clarified that Mrs Bhanwari Devi should be taken
as an example because she has showcased exemplary
courage and determination against what most women
succumb to. Condemning the melodramatic approach to the
issue and shedding of crocodile tears, he remarked that the
social evils and false practices have stockpiled the can of
worms. The rallying cry and the hullabaloo will, in no way,
serve as an egress from the problem. Reprehending the
statements of some political leaders who addressed a rape
as a political conspiracy,
Mr Chaudhary gave examples of women of our country who
held the highest offices in the Government but despite being
women themselves became a part of the political system
and its patriarchal structure.
Mr Chaudhary opened the floor for discussion by asking as
to why there is an amassment of the crimes against women,
despite proliferating literacy rate?
Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon, President,
CMS responded by saying that the focus
on the outward is the humongous
controversy which needs to be dealt
with. Soul bears no gender. So, the
intricately interwoven reasons need to
be taken care of. The physical violence
is a mere manifestation of what is going
on in the rest of the gender relations.
Citing examples from Africa and South Asia and giving a
comparative study between the two, she talked about the
population to land ratio. In Africa, a woman is considered as
an extra pair of hands while in South Asia, she is considered
just as an extra mouth to be fed!
Mr Sandeep Chaudhary commenting on Prof. Kingdon's
views said that today an earning woman is no longer a
mouth to be fed. Instead, she has taken over the
responsibility of feeding the family, as was evident from the
audience which comprised at least 85% of women. So, the
basic mindset or the mental make-up of the society needs an
adjustment.

Mr Rahul Dev, Senior Journalist differed with
Mr Chaudhary's statement by saying that such women
(earning or independent) only constituted 1% of the total
population.
Mr Shakeel Akhter, Senior Journalist and Senior Editor, India
TV focussed on the issue of education which should be given
to men and women alike. He said that owing to the
patriarchal structure of our society, we often see that a son
in a family goes to a prominent private school with a high fee
whereas a daughter is sent to a low-grade school which is a
serious cause of concern as daughters are considered to be a
liability whereas the sons are considered to be breadearners.
Mr Shripal Sakhtawat, Senior
Journalist, Rajasthan contradicted Mr
Shakeel Akhter's views by commenting
that patriarchal structure was not the
only reason for gender inequality. The
line between the rich and the poor also
needs to be erased up to a certain
extent if equality has to be achieved.
He even highlighted the fact that there
was a time in Rajasthan when Ms Pratibha Patil was the
Governor, Ms Sumitra Singh was the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly and Ms Vasundhra Raje was the Chief
Minister, still there was no apparent reduction in the crime
rate against women. This is a clear indication that even
women being at the apex of the government do not
guarantee prevention of crimes against women. He further
said that even education is no guarantee, as the area of
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan has a literacy rate of 100% but still
accounts for the maximum number of female foeticide cases.
The Chairperson of the session turned
his attention to
Mr Saeed Ansari, Prime Time Anchor,
Aaj Tak and asked whether the plight
full condition of women is as bad as that
of slaves?
Mr Ansari differed completely upon the
view as he said that big and boisterous
changes are visible and we cannot talk about inequality
anymore!
The increment in the rate of education, which might be as
less as a tiny 1% or as high as a mighty 5%, still qualifies for a
change. The educated life which the men and women in
today’s society are living is a humongous change which we
have always looked forward to!
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The post lunch session witnessed an invigorating and riveting
Interactive Roundtable Discussion chaired by Mr Sandeep Chaudhary,
Prime Time Anchor, IBN7, New Delhi who conducted the session in a
sterling manner, ensuring optimum participation amongst the panelists
and also between the members of the audience and the panelists.
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Mr Rahul Dev added to the discussion
that increasing cases of incest, rapes and
murders and unsuccessful attempts to
prevent such crimes have managed to
strike terror in the hearts of women and
children of the society who have
absolutely no guarantee, that they will
not be at the receiving end of the wrath
of these fascist forces. Turning his attention to Delhi Rape
Case, he condemned the rapists, all of whom belonged to
the slum areas where they did not have enough to lead a
respectful life and the lust factor was at an increase as the
hormones came into play, thus advocating the point of
relation between poverty and the heinous crimes!

Mr Sabu George, Women’s Rights
Activist talking about his experience,
discussed about the increasing crime
rate in the rural areas and the
intensification of violence being the
biggest issue. We need to recognise the
issue at hand and spread awareness
among the religious leaders, teachers,
parents and media and explaining people, the reasons
behind this problem.

Mr Sandeep Chaudhary differed with Mr Dev's opinion, and
cited examples of people like Tarun Tejpal and Mahmood
Farooqui whose heinous crimes even after being proven,
were not highlighted by the media. He continued the debate
saying that this was double standard and hypocrisy adopted
by media, which treated the cases differently.

1. Guest lectures at school level.

Mr Rahul Dev seconded the issue of hypocrisy, and talked
about the administrative power being mandatory and
blamed the lack of consequences which have brought all this
upon us.

5. Workshops explaining crimes against women and
prevention methodology.
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When being asked by the Chairperson
that whether the issue at hand involves
discrimination at any point, Mr Mithaq
Kazimi, Executive Producer, WION
News, New Delhi, started with the unity
of media and answered the same by
talking about the lack of basic
understanding of how to be humane.
The vicious cycle of oppressors
becoming the victims, and so on needs to stop. We are all
physical beings, but the barbarism witnessed in the human
race is not even seen in the animals. Talking about the
solutions, and dividing them into long term and short term,
Mr Kazimi said that the short term solutions might be
protests against these heinous crimes while the long term
solution might be analysing the issue and taking necessary
steps.
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Mr Shakeel Akhter condemned the
root of the problem and talked about
the unanswered plethora of factors and
no visible escape from the problem.
What we need today, is a high dose of
antibiotics. Crocin is just not working for
us!

Mr Shakeel Akhter moved on to conclude the session by
giving a few very interesting points regarding the reduction
of crimes against women and the roles of school. Some of his
crucial points included:
2. Girl protection forces (Comprising of school students and
teachers).
3. Installation of complaint boxes in schools.
4. Incentives like ‘Shining star of the year’.

6. Short films depicting forms of prevention of crimes
against women.
The conference concluded with a formal vote of thanks and
acknowledgement of all the speakers by the Chairperson Mr
Sandeep Chaudhary who profusely thanked all the panelists
for their thought provoking expressions and suggested that
we utilize the learning gains in class rooms and society.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE
OPENING CEREMONY
conducted by Mrs Manju Nautiyal
Principal, CMS Jopling Road Campus

The conference proceedings were ably conducted by the
Principal of CMS Jopling Road Campus, Mrs Manju Nautiyal.
She extended a warm welcome to the Chief Guest on the
occasion, Hon'ble Mr Ahmad Hasan, Minister for Health &
Family Welfare, Government of Uttar Pradesh, the Guest of
Honour, Hon’ble Mr Ambika Chaudhary, Minister for
Backward Class Welfare & Handicapped Welfare,
Government of Uttar Pradesh, Special Guest, Mr Prabhu
Chawla, Editorial Director, New Indian Express and all the
eminent speakers for gracing the occasion with their gracious
presence. In her introduction, she highlighted the efforts by
the school and welcomed the Chief Guests, honoured guests
and the participants from India and abroad.

Mr Ambika Chaudhary, Minister for Backward Class Welfare
& Handicapped Welfare, Government of Uttar Pradesh to the
audience. In his brief address, Dr Gandhi touched upon their
contribution to the welfare of people of the state of Uttar
Pradesh. Dr Gandhi further said that exploitation of girls and
women are the worst crime prevalent in society and the fact
is that even in the 21st century, our country as well as several
other countries of the world have not been able to get rid of
this problem. One of the main reasons for this is illiteracy and
in this scenario, both media and school can become powerful
tools to control and eliminate this social evil. Dr Gandhi
further said that school is a Lighthouse of Society and we can
make positive changes in society only through meaningful
education. Therefore, CMS has taken up the initiative to
organise the International Media Conference on 'Freeing
Women from Violence' and to arouse the attention of the
media, school and society in this direction. Only when the
problem is highlighted then can steps be taken to remove this
social evil.

INAUGURATION AND LIGHTING
OF THE LAMP

SCHOOL PRAYER
A choir group of teachers from CMS Asharfabad Campus
presented the school prayer and devotional song to invoke
blessings of God to the accompaniment of melodious
background music.

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHIEF
GUEST AND THE GUEST OF HONOUR

FILM ON GLIMPSES OF PREVIOUS
MEDIA CONFERENCES
Chief Patron of the Conference and Founder-Manager, CMS,
Dr Jagdish Gandhi introduced the Chief Guest on the
occasion, Hon’ble Mr Ahmad Hasan, Minister for Health &
Family Welfare, Government of Uttar Pradesh and Hon’ble

Following the group photograph, a film on glimpses of the
previous four International Media Conferences was screened.
The deliberations held during the previous conferences,
showed that media and schools can play an important role in
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The Chief Guest, Hon’ble Mr Ahmad Hasan inaugurated the
conference by lighting the lamp. He was joined by Hon’ble
Mr Ambika Chaudhary and all the eminent participants and
principals from all campuses who lit the multi-pronged lampstands arranged on the stage. This was followed by
presentation of mementoes and group photograph with the
distinguished guests.
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solving the short comings in the society and help the people
to understand each other's point of views to make the planet
earth a place for better living.

OBJECTIVES OF THE
CONFERENCE
Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon
President and Chief Operating
Officer, CMS
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In her address, Prof Geeta Gandhi
Kingdon, President and Chief Operating Officer, CMS
welcomed the guests and applauded the commitment of all
the participants who have travelled from far and wide to
discuss this issue of grave concern. She said that we need a
lot of passion so that we can give our time voluntarily
towards working for the equality of men and women
because this problem of gender-inequality is very engrained
and entrenched in our society. She said that our patterns of
thought, patterns of behaviour and very deeply held values
lead to these crimes against women. The solutions to
problem of violence against women could be Legislative(Laws
could be made stronger) and Judicial (so that justice is
imparted speedily in cases such as rapes), and police
reforms. However, the most powerful place to begin, to
reform and to find remedy for this problem is a school.
Teachers have a great hold on the heart and minds of their
students. If we want lasting and enduring solutions then we
have to take a long term view. If the children are enveloped
in ideas of equality right from a young age, it is inevitable
that as adults they treat each other equally.
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Professor Kingdon shared 2 tables of findings from a survey
of CMS students and teachers, showing that pro-male
attitudes exist and thrive in both homes and schools. She
said this survey and its findings showed that there is a great
need to address gendered attitudes. Concluding her address,
Prof Kingdon defined the two aims of the conference. One of
them is to help the media persons and personalities from
different walks of life to assist us as a school in thinking
through what a school can and must do to alleviate this
problem, and the second, to educate ourselves as teachers,
to fortify ourselves with new and fresh insights about gender
and about the problems of gender. Since teachers are
transmitters of values, it is very important to energize and
fortify them to come out of their comfort zones and go the
extra mile to ensure that every single class in CMS as a coeducation school can be a site of gender dialogue.

CULTURAL PRESENTATION BY
STUDENTS OF CMS GOMTI NAGAR
CAMPUS
Students of CMS Gomti Nagar campus, made a thought
provoking cultural presentation, based on gender inequality.

They beautifully brought out the fact through cultural
presentations that violence against women is one of the
crucial social mechanism by which women are forced into a
subordinate position compared with men. They tried to
depict acts of violence which prevails throughout the life
cycle of a girl, starting from sex-selective abortion (before
birth) to female infanticide (after birth) to child marriage, and
all the way, to other forms of discrimination in education,
health and employment. The entire show was realistic in
nature and impressed the audience with its grand style of
conduct, expression and enactment.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Mr Prabhu Chawla
Editorial Director, New Indian
Express
In a thought-provoking inaugural
address, Mr. Prabhu Chawla, Editorial
Director of popular national daily, New
Indian Express, said that men, who are a product produced
by women themselves, are responsible for discrimination
against the women and there is something drastically wrong
with our society. It is the women who keep the nation
together and also work tirelessly for the welfare of all the
members of the family, in spite of being treated badly at
home and in society. He said that there are three Ps, namely
Politics, Police, and Press who are responsible for violence
and discrimination against women in India. The power
system right from top to bottom is equally responsible for the
heinous crimes against women and this need to be looked
into. Mr Chawla further said that women should be included
in the law-making process and should be given responsible
positions in the government. He elaborately explained the
factors behind violence and discrimination against women,
and a workable solution to overcome this problem. He
appreciated the CMS efforts in organizing such a highly
educative event for the betterment of the society.

ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF
GUEST
Hon’ble Mr Ahmad Hasan
Minister for Health & Family
Welfare
Government of Uttar Pradesh
In his inspiring address the Chief Guest, Hon'ble Shri Ahmad
Hasan, Cabinet Minister in the Government of U.P. praised
the CMS family for organizing this wonderful international
event to find out ways and means for elimination of violence
of all forms against the women. He also said that this seminar
is very important to educate the society and create pleasant
atmosphere to bring men & women together to find out
lasting solution to this problem. He also said that challenges
are far too many, and we should face them with courage. He
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ADDRESS BY THE GUEST
OF HONOUR
Hon’ble Mr Ambika Chaudhary
Minister for Backward Class Welfare
& Handicapped Welfare
Government of Uttar Pradesh
Hon'ble Mr Ambika Chaudhary,
speaking on the occasion, thanked the CMS family for their
efforts in bringing positive changes in our society. He said the
violence and atrocities against women prevail everywhere
(home as well as outside) and emphasised on the need to
protect the rights of women through enforcement of law. All
the agencies including the police force must act fast and
implement the orders on the subject. He outlined several
useful measures to prevent crimes of all type against the
women.

INTERACTIVE SESSION 1
KEYNOTE ADDRESS

affiliated CMS as an NGO for promoting human values and
peace and unity education. In his very crisp and concrete
address, he opined that schools should serve as institution of
learning and also for unlearning biases. School must be
integrated with excellent teaching strategies for the teachers.
The normal biases in society are that the girls are considered
less intelligent, weaker in mathematics, only females should
cook at home, girls should not wear jeans. We need to
unlearn these biases. This unlearning strategy at school if
applied properly can definitely change children's mindset.

Mrs Aparna Yadav
Social Activist, Lucknow
In her following address, Mrs Aparna
Yadav strongly advised to be solution
focused. She said that women are
powerful in nature. If they come forward
with courage and rid themselves of fear
of police while lodging complaint or FIR
then things can improve. Education of laws, hierarchy of legal
system, its working methodology, knowledge about
designation and functions of police and judiciary should be
included in school curriculum. Women should unite, come
together and work together then solution can be achieved.

Ms Shamina Shafiq, Member

Mr Jawed Naqvi

National Commission for Women,
New Delhi

Senior Journalist, New Delhi

In her keynote address, Mrs Shamina
Shafiq informed that she had served as
teacher in CMS for six months and the values gained by her
led to her success. She further mentioned that in seventy
percent homes, girls were subjected to abuse and violence.
The best solution to stop this problem lies in the hands of
teachers in schools. If they can change their own mindset,
they can change complete scenario. The school curriculum
must include values based education. There was a need to
understand what was violence and then to break silence.
Schools should develop a culture of gender equality in
students and give voice particularly to adolescents. Any
matters involving law arising in school must be referred to
police and not concealed. Minds of the parents should also
be sensitized. School should have resource persons from all
fields to provide solutions to the problems of students, only
then can social evils be eradicated. She summed up that
families should start behaving in a positive manner which will
ultimately lead to the change in society.

Mr Rajiv Chandran
National Information Officer, United
Nations Information Centre for India
and Bhutan, New Delhi
Mr Chandran initiated his address by
announcing that United Nations had

Mr Jawed Naqvi focused his address on
developing questioning spirit and
unlearning of biases in children. He said
that they should be motivated to
instantly ask questions coming in their
minds. Many influential people and
politicians convicted for heinous crimes are released on bail
because public does not question as to why and how actual
groups of offenders are able to deprive women from their
basic rights. Citing an example of unlearning, he said that
earlier people believed what was said in Bible that sun
revolved around the earth. But Galileo proved the longbelieved fact wrong with his research that in fact earth
revolves around sun. He was tortured a lot for his research
and proving the church wrong but ultimately with his
unlearning practice, he established the fact.

Ms Kitty Tawakley
Deputy Head, Press and
Communications, British High
Commission, New Delhi
In her following address, Ms Kitty
Tawakley emphasized on finding out the
root cause of problem and then to solve
it. In her opinion, root causes are
mentality and media. Teachers are most empowered and can
definitely change the mindset of children from the beginning.
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explained various steps that the state government has taken
to guard against violence and gender inequality and things
are now better than before.
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If at least two percent corporate funds are used for gender
sensitization as part of the Corporate Social Responsibility,
the gender bias can surely be eradicated.

Mr Shripal Shaktawat
Bureau Chief, India News, Rajasthan
In his address, Mr Shripal Shaktawat
reiterated other speakers’ views that
deep rooted mentality of gender bias
was the reason due to which boys are
educated in public schools whereas girls
were taught in government schools for
being more economical. In order to remove such gender bias,
teachers at school must educate children about safe versus
unsafe touch, parents should teach gender equality at home
and judiciary should be involved to guide children.
At the end of the session, the audience posed several queries
to the panelists which were suitably replied by the speakers
of the session.

INTERACTIVE SESSION 2
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Mr Brajesh Misra
Editor, ETV, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand
Delivering the Keynote Address, Mr
Brajesh Misra mentioned that violence
against woman was an emergency issue,
hence it is essential to be resolved. In
his opinion in more than sixty five
percent cases, assault on women were by own relatives.
Women even in elderly age are not safe. The causes for this
are lack of spiritual education, not giving quality time to
children, immaturity of society, open access to internet, open
and modern outlook of people. These things give rise to
sexual aggravation. Therefore, the need is for introspection
of behaviour, to raise voice against crime, to keenly listen to
children's views and complaints, to tell children about
difference between good touch and bad touch, to remain
united and never suppress children's voice.

Mr Prabal Pratap Singh
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Senior Journalist, New Delhi
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In his following address, Mr Prabal
Pratap Singh raised concern that as a
society, everyone is not conscious about
violence against women. In a lot of
cases of violence against women, due to
pressure on female victims, culprits get
released saying that complaint was false. Therefore, cases
should be filed on merit and not as scripted ones. All the
stakeholders must care for and be concerned towards
victimization of girls. Fast track courts must be created
everywhere even in small towns. He concluded his address
by saying that when everyone becomes sensitized towards

the cause, only then this victimization of women will end.

Mr Shailesh Kumar
Editor-in-Chief, NewsNation, New
Delhi
Mr Shailesh Kumar, in his subsequent
talk, named the root cause of the
problem in religion itself wherein there
has been no female incarnation of God;
there are no female religious heads like
Pope, Imam or Shankaracharya. This discrimination against
women has come from religion itself. Different religious
people call their own religion better over others. This gives
rise to hate and ultimately to communal violence. Backward
or Scheduled Castes and Tribes have reservation quota for
themselves. Similarly women must unite, raise their voice,
challenge complete system and ensure quota for themselves
in every sphere including the government.

Ms Preeti Chaudhary
Women's Rights Activist, Lucknow
Ms Chaudhary expressed deep concern
that females are treated in the society
only as a commodity. Media promotes
them in a similar manner and media is
controlled by politics. Therefore, the
need is to treat women as citizens at par
with men. Media and people must use good language in
respect of women. Schools should give equal opportunity to
girls in education and participation in school events. Above
all women must become aware for in their own rights.

Dr Sabu George
Women's Rights Activist, Lucknow
In his following address, Dr Sabu George
strongly advocated that gender bias was
due to choice between sexes and not
only discrimination due to which girls
are eliminated in the womb itself.
This has become an organized
profession in clinics. There is lesser action for
closure of such clinics. Its consequences
will lead to acute shortage of girls in society.
He hoped that media and society will show
concern in this direction.

Ms Sonali Mukherjee
Acid Attack Survivor, Jharkhand
In her thought provoking address, Ms
Sonali Mukherjee mentioned that her
eleven years' fight against injustice was
because the offenders tried their best to
destroy her. It was due to their sexual
frustration. Media, TV and internet help
to fuel these incidences by showing sexually explicit content.
Promotion of alcohol by government is also one of the
reasons for violence against women as most of the offenders
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INTERACTIVE SESSION 3 & 4
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Dr. Ranjana Kumari
President, Women Power Connect
and Director, Centre for Socarch,
New Delhi
Delivering the Keynote address,
Dr Ranjana Kumari emphasized that
violence against women began due to
property being inherited only by males
and not by females. Further, the problem has never been
democratized. Females in the family are not given equal
rights like males. This way society is breeding a culture of
violence. The solution is to begin to solve the problem from
home itself by bringing democracy at home level. Everyone
must be concerned about social issues.

Mr Rohit Gandhi
International Correspondent, South
Asian International News Service,
New Delhi
In his following address, Mr Rohit
Gandhi suggested that we should work
on war footing to find solutions about
violence against women. The solution
to the problem is that women should work in all fields,
occupy public space. The concept must be understood by the
police to curb violence. We can put an end to such slavery of
women by making them self conscious and courageous.

Ms Shweta Bajaj
International Correspondent, CCTVChina, New Delhi
Ms Shweta Bajaj suggested few ways as
solution to curb violence against
women like getting over the mindset of
considering males as superiors in
knowledge or strength, giving girls and
boys equal freedom, not to force girls to marry, teaching the
girls about self-defence so that they may not fall prey to eveteasing or violence. She correctly summed up that ability to
triumph begins from one's ownself.

Hon'ble Dr. Justice Adel Omer
Sherif
Dy. Chief Justice, Supreme
Constitutional Court of Egypt
In his subsequent address, Hon'ble Dr.
Justice Sharif opined that violence
against women was due to lack of family
values. Sensitive education about human rights is necessary
to avoid violence against women. The community needs to
protect the culture. Best way to prevent violence is not to let
it happen in the first place. Schools should foster sustained
progress by promoting gender equality, creating safer world
for everyone by bringing revolution in attitudes, supporting
the survivors. Parents' education on human rights and
gender equality is essential. Children should be grown as
agents of social transformation and to take firm stand of zero
tolerance against violence. This would be the best way to
stop violence against women.

Ms Farida Vahedi
Director, Office of Public Affairs,
National Spiritual Assembly of the
Baha'is, New Delhi.
Ms Farida Vahedi, in her address, called
today's culture as that of impunity.
Therefore, it is imperative that legal
reforms should be capable of curbing
violence. We need to empower children, junior youth and
the youth enabling them to learn about gender equality. She
informed that the Baha’i approach is based on spiritual truth
and social reality. Youth should analyze the reality, they
should say absolute no to corporal punishment. The school
principals should be involved with those who make the
school curriculum.

Mr. Ratan Chandra Gupta
General Secretary, CMS
Mr Ratan Chandra Gupta said that the
situation was alarming due to the crisis
being global with increasing violence
against women, which is a violation of
their fundamental human rights. He
suggested two levels for work on freeing
women from violence... first level to stop the problem is to
create environment for women to feel safe, sensitize children
for equality by imparting value education, develop
awareness of gender equality in family and society, inculcate
this in children since early age, keep watch on children's
activities, use positive approach. The role of media is very
important to create such environment. He said that the
second level is to enforce strict laws to punish culprits,
encourage rapid investigation, strengthen intelligence
network, promote the right to accessibility to justice, provide
good compensation to victims, implement supportive
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do so under the effect of drugs or alcohol. She suggested
that judiciary system should be fast to punish such culprits.
Police action must also be fast. She, however, applauded
efforts of media which highlights such cases to help women
get due justice. Concluding her address, Ms Mukherjee said
that there is an immediate need to ponder on how to save
women of a country and the world at large.
The Chairperson of the session, Prof Geeta Gandhi Kingdon
summed up the addresses and thanked the panelists for
sharing useful insights into the problem.
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schemes for victims, special training to health workers, there
should be no illegal abortion, no infanticide. He stressed
upon the need for protection of victims, their families and
also witnesses against the perpetrators of crimes and also
for empowerment of women by providing employment and
self – employment opportunities. He also said that the
provision of international conventions and declaration and
state laws must be strictly enforced.

Ms Malvika Hari Om
Women Rights Activist, Lucknow
Ms Malvika Hari Om advocated strongly
that change can come with smaller
efforts. She cited the story of a bird that
brought water in her beak to extinguish
fire in the forest. Her efforts were not
sufficient, nevertheless, she felt it was
her responsibility to contribute. She forcefully opined that
raising voice was wonderful measure just like mass voice,
raised in Nirbhaya case, sensitized the people even abroad.
She concluded by reciting a poem wherein a mother felt
afraid of giving birth to a boy seeing the scenario of boys
making the girls victims of their greed.

CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES
Dr Bharti Gandhi
Founder Director, CMS
Dr. Bharti Gandhi, in her concluding
perspective, highlighted importance
of women that they are strong
enough to shake the world. Men and
women are like two feathers of a bird.
If women as one feather are made
weaker, then the bird cannot fly. Therefore, women should
come forward and stress that they are also human beings
having equal rights.

Mrs Jyoti Kashyap
Senior Principal, CMS Aliganj
Campus I
Mrs Jyoti Kashyap mentioned the
efforts made during media
conferences of previous years. These
are meant to reflect as to how we all
can be agents of this channel, how
can we train our children not only with moral values but also
to teach them gender equality. She suggested to teach
defence mechanism to girls, to raise voice against wrong.
She concluded that we all should rise and make the
conference meaningful, see how we can make difference to
the situation.

The conference concluded with
Mr Anirudh Singh, Convenor of
the Conference, thanking the

www.cmseducation.org/media

eminent guests and speakers, the
audience and the organisers of the
conference.
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The conference proceedings were ably conducted by the
Principal of CMS Jopling Road Campus, Mrs Manju Nautiyal.
She extended a warm welcome to the Chief Guest on the
occasion, Hon'ble Ms Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman, Director, UN
Information Centre for India & Bhutan and all the eminent
speakers for gracing the occasion with their gracious
presence. In her introduction, she highlighted the efforts by
the school and informed that CMS students have been
appealing on various occasions to safeguard the future of
world’s two billion children and future generations yet to be
born.

SCHOOL PRAYER
A choir group of teachers from CMS Asharfabad Campus
presented the school prayer and devotional song with
melody to the accompaniment of harmonious music.

INAUGURATION AND LIGHTING
OF THE LAMP
The Chief Guest, Hon’ble Ms Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman
inaugurated the conference by lighting the lamp. She was
joined by all the eminent participants and principals from all
campuses who lighted multi-pronged lamp-stands arranged
on the stage. This was followed by presentation of
mementoes and group photograph with the distinguished
guests.

CULTURAL PRESENTATION BY
STUDENTS OF CMS GOMTI NAGAR
CAMPUS (I)
Students of CMS Gomti Nagar Campus (I) presented a wellstaged cultural programme based on female foeticide.
Through a thoughtfully enacted skit, students demonstrated
how discrimination against a girl child starts well before
birth. The mother is targeted for bearing girls and disobeying
the family's decision to abort the girl child. Through powerful
expression, children depicted female foeticide and how a
skewed sex ratio is leading to problems in the society.

conference is the belief that a school must be concerned with
the affairs of the age, and gender injustice was one of the
most important issues facing society today. She stressed that
while violence against girls is typically defined as physical
coercion, in fact it was also an enduring violence against girls
to give them less opportunity in education, healthcare and
employment as this fundamentally affects their life-chances.
She stressed that to deter men from perpetrating physical
violence against girls and women, we require more stringent
laws and speedier dispensation of justice which requires
setting up fast-track courts.
Addressing the secondary and senior secondary teachers of
City Montessori School within the audience, Professor
Kingdon shared a table of data from 600 primary school
teachers in rural Bihar and Uttar Pradesh collected by her in
2008, which showed that teachers carried gender-biased
attitudes towards their girl and boy students, believing girls
to be less able and less interested in mathematics than boys.
She said that teachers are the role models for their students
and such biased attitudes can pigeonhole children. It is,
therefore very important for them to have clarity on such
gender issues. Quoting Mahatma Gandhi, she said CMS
believed that if we are to carry on a real war against war, we
shall have to begin with the children, wherefore, this
initiative by a school to train its teachers so that they may
inculcate in young minds from the very beginning the feeling
of respect and equality for both genders. She further said
that schools must not be mute spectators to the goings-on in
society. It is for this reason that CMS conducts conferences
on other issues of deep contemporary concern as well such
as Interfaith-dialogue and conservation of the environment.
Talking about the role of media, she opined that it must be
self-aware about what to highlight. There can certainly be a
more meaningful partnership between the school and the
Media in considering this issue and that is why this
conference had been organised. She said that she and her
colleagues at CMS looked forward to the day as a day of
learning from the Media about how the school and the
media can partner meaningfully to create better results for
girls in society . With this she extended a very warm welcome
to the Chief Guest and other honoured guests present at the
Conference.

WELCOME ADDRESS & OBJECTIVES
OF THE CONFERENCE

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHIEF
GUEST AND OBJECTIVES OF THE
CONFERENCE

Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon

Dr Jagdish Gandhi

President and Chief Operating Officer, CMS

Founder-Manager, CMS and Chief Patron of the
Conference

In her welcome address, Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon
underlined the gravity of the issue of Violence against the
Girl Child. She said the objective behind a school holding this

Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Founder Manager, CMS and Chief Patron
of the Conference introduced the Chief Guest, Hon'ble
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OPENING CEREMONY
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Ms Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman, Director, United Nations
Information Centre for Indian & Bhutan. In his introduction of
the Chief Guest, Dr Gandhi informed that Ms Kerpelman
assumed the post of Director of UNIC on 1 February 2011.
Defining the objectives of the conference, Dr Gandhi said
that as a lighthouse of society, a school should be concerned
with the affairs of the age. It is for this reason that City
Montessori School (CMS) as the world's largest school – has
raised its voice for the provision of equal opportunities for
girls and boys. He further said that CMS has taken this tiny
step and calls for the support of organizations, like-minded
individuals and specially the media (the fourth estate and
one of the most powerful pillars of democracy), to join hands
with the school in raising consciousness to protect and
nurture the girl child.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Hon'ble Ms Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman
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Director, UN Information Centre for India, Nepal &
Bhutan
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Expressing her pleasure on being present on the occasion to
discuss such an important issue, Ms Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman
appreciated the cultural programmes earlier presented on
the occasion. In her address, she said that violence against
women has become a challenging issue all over the world
with a large number of cases going unreported. According to
most of the experts and activists, it is a systemic problem.
The prevention requires better policing, effective laws and
improvement in judicial system. She suggested following
measures that can be helpful.
• Teaching boys to respect women
• Ensure that girls and women are aware of their
rights
• Proper Education of Girls and Women
• Decent Work for women
• Ensuring participation of women in Government
and Policy Makers.
She expressed solidarity with the initiative taken by CMS
since, she said, schools have such an important role to play in
this context. She further said that UNO is in agreement with
the cause and is happy to be associated with this
programme. She fervently stressed that more and more
people should join to rally for this cause as there needs to be
a systemic solution to this problem. On media’s role, she said
that it can conduct audit of Right to Education Act to
investigate as to how many girls attend the school, how many
of them get access to clean drinking water and clean toilets.
She further said that it is very important to exercise women's
rights against such indignation. Ms Kerpelman pointed out
that though media’s role was appreciable in highlighting the
plight of girl child and women especially after the horrific

gang rape in New Delhi on 16 September, the cases of
harassment and crime against women have gone up. She
concluded her address by commending the efforts of CMS in
trying to spread awareness on the issue and said that much
more is needed to be done if this evil has to be completely
rooted out of the society.

CULTURAL PRESENTATION BY
CMS STUDENTS
Students of CMS Gomti Nagar Campus presented another
thought-provoking cultural presentation to highlight the
subject. The presentation highlighted problems of foeticide,
discrimination against girls as children, their early marriages,
dowry-related problems and physical torture. The touching
song and audio-visual clips along with children’s performance
through their enthralling dance forms highlighted these
issues very effectively and touched the audience. The
presentation concluded with a song with lyrics which
summed up the true essence of the conference.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Hon'ble Mr Justice Adel Omer Sherif
Dy Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Egypt
In his address, Hon’ble Dr Justice Adel Omer Sherif said that
violence against the girl child damages her self-respect. He
further said that sex-selective abortion (female foeticide) is
the easiest way to dispose off the girl child. Violence against
girls is a common problem prevalent in all the countries,
Justice Sherif said and attributed the basic reason to the
preference for boys. He further said that in fact, 70% of
women face physical and sexual violence during their entire
life time. In this context, he emphasized that education of girl
child is very important because girl takes the form of anchor
of the family. Quoting Napoleon, Justice Sherif said, "Give me
good Mothers and I will give you a good nation”. He
concluded his address by stressing that fundamental change
in attitude is required and hoped that we will do our best to
ensure smile on the face of angels around us —the girl child.

Ms Sushma Kapoor
Dy. Representative, UN Women India
In her address, Ms Sushma Kapoor pointed out that crime
against women is the cause and reflection of gender
discrimination. Talking about female foeticide, she said that
our strong preference for the male child is the root cause.
Ms Kapoor mentioned that minor girls are increasingly
becoming a target of crimes committed. Out of 24,000 rape
cases reported in 2011, 7000 were committed on minor
children. Citing a general survey conducted in Asia-Pacific
Region, which is home to half of the world’s population,
Ms Kapoor informed that nearly 25% men admit of having
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Mr Satish Jacob
Editor-in-Chief, Newswire Service, India
In his inspiring address, Mr Satish Jacob pointed out that
education of children has certainly improved but much more
needs to be done on this front. Mr Jacob further said that the
bill calling for reservation of 33% seats for women in the
Parliament is still pending since last 15 years which is a sad
commentary on the mindset of men. It is this attitude which
deprives girls of education, a very important vehicle for
bringing change, he said. Stressing on the importance of
education, Mr Jacob said that it can make all the difference.
Naming some illustrious women who have excelled in
different fields, he said that they all shone because of
education which empowered them. Mr Jacob further said
that an educated woman can play the role of a nation
builder. He very correctly pointed out that women are more
conscientious workers as they work doubly hard in order to
prove themselves. Appreciating the CMS initiative, Mr Jacob
exhorted upon other schools too to take up such social issues
with missionary zeal. He concluded his address by saying that
if girls are provided higher education our country will
become much better.

Mr R. C. Gupta
Former Jt. Secretary, Law, Govt of Uttar Pradesh and
General Secretary, CMS
In his address, Mr R.C. Gupta said that crime and violence are
advancing with growth of our civilization, specially so for
women and girls who start facing it even before their birth in
the form of foeticide which disturbs the balance of sexes.
Later in their lives they are subjected to other heinous crimes
like rape and murder, brutality associated with early
marriages and problems relating to dowry and Domestic
violence etc. He pointed out that it all starts with
discrimination of girls against boys. He mentioned the
provisions of Constitution of India in Part IV A, Article 51-A
under which parents and guardians are duty bound to
provide education to their children. However, despite
International conventions and laws there is no letup in crime
against women and young girls. Merely making laws will not
help but strict enforcement and deterrent punishment is
required. He further said that there is an urgent need for
expeditious disposal of cases of crimes against girls and
women. There must be rapid, effective and measured
investigation to make out a fool-proof case against the
culprits without political interference. He suggested that
protection of victims, their families and the witnesses from
perpetrators of crimes should be a top priority. Stressing on
the role of parents, he said that parents must be sympathetic
to the aspiration of their daughters. Parents should realize
that education of girl child, including moral and spiritual
education is of utmost importance. Depriving girls of
education amounts to cruelty against them. There is an
urgent need for social awakening with courage and
conviction to root out the evil. Mr Gupta further emphasized
the important role of Media. He said that stringent
punishment to the perpetrators of the heinous gang rape in
Delhi became possible only because of a strong campaign by
the Media. Mr Gupta concluded his address by saying that if
we want our girls to grow and develop in a healthy viable
environment, the society, schools, NGOs, institutions and
media besides the government, will have to fulfil their duties
with dedication and will have to ensure that the provisions of
international declarations and conventions and national
constitutional and legal provisions are implemented in letter
and spirit.

Mr Navniet Sekera
Deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG), Lucknow
Range
Mr Sekera, in his address, reminded the audience of
International Daughters’ Day which fell on the day of the
conference itself. He elaborated upon the large-heartedness
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committed rape at least once in their life time. She suggested
long term strategies such as introducing sustained
programmes to understand healthy sexuality. Ms Kapoor
informed that a special programme has been started in New
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore and Thiruvananthapuram on a
pilot basis. Reiterating the need for greater political will for
solving the issue, Ms Kapoor added that young people have a
central role to play for bringing change in mindsets. She
further said that we need to come out of a patriarchal
mindset where people start blaming the victim. It is high
time that we shift our focus from the aggrieved to the
aggressor. She pointed out that though there is a need to
change the laws with new inclusions for crimes, law alone
cannot change the mindset. She further said that the role of
the media and the school is significant in controlling crime
against women. It was the media which kept the issue of
December gang rape in Delhi alive and it has to be
congratulated for that. Social media was also used to its full
effect with protest pages on Facebook and Twitter. Similarly,
schools can also play a very significant role. A student spends
his/her formative years in the school where teachers are able
to shape their minds and imbibe the feelings of respect and
equality towards the opposite sex, she said. She also said
that we need to be gender sensitive about children’s syllabus
which should not show conservative stereotyped roles of
both the genders. She ended her address on a very strong
note that violence against women is never excusable and
never tolerable.

43

International Media Conference 2017

Brief Report of the 4th International Media Conference
on Violence Against the Girl Child on Sunday 22 September, 2013
of the women folk despite the discrimination which prevailed
in homes itself. He emphasized that only women's
empowerment can make our nation strong. Mr Sekera
further pointed out that in the Vedic Era women had strong
roles to play with the result that our country was very
powerful. As their roles diminished, we also grew weak
among all the nations. He exhorted women and girls to not
tolerate the wrong actions of anybody. Mr Sekera further
introduced the unique initiative of U.P. Government and U.P.
Police, The Women’s PowerLine Service (available through
phone at 1090). Explaining the salient features of the
services, he said that women in need just have to call this
number where they are attended by a helpful policewoman
who takes up the problem and works towards its resolution.
He further explained that the identity of the caller is always
kept a secret and the police follow up with the caller for up
to 3 months after the resolution of the issue to ascertain that
the victim is free from any trouble. The aim of this service is
to empower our women and girls, Mr Sekera said. He also
informed about a project of the Police Department to
appoint Girls as ‘Power Angels’ who will help the victimized
girls and women. This will ameliorate social evils such as
Dowry etc. in the days to come.

Panel Discussion
1. Gender & Violence
Chairperson :
Mr Shripal Shaktawat
Bureau Head, P7 News, Jaipur, Rajasthan
Panelists :
1. Ms Meena Sharma
Prime Time Anchor, Doordarshan, New Delhi
2. Ms Shamina Shafiq
Member, National Commission for Women
3. Ms Sushma Kapoor
Dy Representative, UN Women, India
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4. Ms Tannistha Datta
Child Protection Specialist, UNICEF, Lucknow
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The panel discussion on ‘Gender & Violence’ was chaired by
Mr. Shripal Shaktawat, Bureau Head, P7 News, Jaipur.
Opening the discussion, Mr Shripal Shaktawat said statistics
show that the situation has indeed become very horrific not
just in India but in the world as a whole. Looking for possible
remedies, Mr Shakhtawat said that education has been cited
as one of the solutions to end discrimination against girl
child; however, he said that in a lot of cases it has been
observed that regions with higher literacy rates have shown
rapid growth in the cases of sex-selective abortions. Citing

the situation in Jhunjhunu district in Rajasthan where female
literacy rate is 100% but the sex ratio has continued to
decline, Mr Shakhtawat questioned the quality of education
which is leading to increase in the problem instead of
reducing it.

Ms Sushma Kapoor Dy Representative, UN Women,
agreeing with Mr Shakhtawat said that indeed the problem
of skewed sex-ratio persists mainly in the educated elite
class. The problem of skewed sex ratio was initially rampant
in the states of Punjab and Haryana but because of
consistent efforts of NGOs and the government, it has
improved. However, the situation is still equally bad in the
affluent class especially in South Delhi and other states with
high growth rates and according to the 2011 census of India,
this problem has even spread to the tribal areas of the
country. She further said that we need to continuously work
with the law enforcement agencies to change their mindsets
as they also come from the same community which holds
deeply entrenched notions of patriarchy.
The Chairperson, Mr Shakhtawat pointed out that
we need to bring the change within ourselves first before
making an endeavour towards changing the society. He
proposed setting up of blocks and clusters within a region
which look after welfare of women and report any untoward
incident happening in the area to the law enforcement
agencies.
In response to Mr Shaktawat’s suggestion to set up
regionwise clusters for welfare of women, Ms Sushma
Kapoor, Dy Representative, UN Women informed about a
constitutional amendment in the country about 20 years
back which gives 33% reservation to women at the Panchayat
level. Today, many states, mandatorily, have 50% reservation
for women which amounts to about 1.5 million women being
at the local governance level. If we work with the elected
women representatives at the panchayat level then we
should be able to bring awareness to the women about their
rights, issues and mobilizing them within those local levels.
Ms Kapoor further mentioned that there is also a need to
bring in a change to the patriarchal language that we use
within the society and also in the households. She further
said that this is an area where teachers can contribute a lot
by inculcating in children the values of gender equality from
the very beginning.
Ms Shamina Shafiq pointed out that women face
problems at every stage and have to fight for their survival as
they are never given a decisive role to play because of
predominantly patriarchal mindsets. A girl is discriminated
against at her own house when she is given food of a less
nutritional value and accorded inferior education to boys.
Among all kinds of Violence against her, the emotional
violence is horrifying. She needs to be emotionally and
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psychologically empowered. In fact women have IQ as well as
EQ (Emotional Quotient) and are thus one up on men.
Ms Shafiq said that it is also not solely the woman who is
responsible for horrific crimes committed against her own
folk. It is under the tremendous pressure and influence of a
patriarchal society that she has to unwillingly become a party
to the crimes committed against the girl child and has to take
difficult decisions like indulging in sex-selective abortions. Ms
Shafiq pointed out that it is very difficult to change the
mindset of the adult class of population. What is needed is to
change the mindsets of children at the school level through
education. For this, the schools should educate the girls
about their rights and boys to change their mindsets. She
proposed that schools should start training the children from
as low as class III about the legal rights of the girl child.
Appreciating the initiative of CMS, she exhorted all the
educational institutions to follow the same so that the boys
are made aware of the problems faced by the girls and
women-folk. On the role of media, Ms Shafiq said that
though media has become very effective in highlighting the
crimes committed against women, but it should also
highlight the positive stories of women and girl-child
empowerment in the country.

Ms Tannistha Datta made a short audio-video
presentation about the efforts made by UNICEF in this
direction. She further informed that UNICEF had a
programme in 34 Districts in 10 states of the country on
women empowerment where it partners with other
organizations and members go to the grassroot level and talk
to the parents, girls and boys on social issues concerning the
girl child. She further informed that UNICEF was also working
with the government, the law enforcement agencies and also
with the judiciary and helping in rehabilitation of victims of
violence. Informing about the Red Siren Campaign of UNICEF
launched to focus on the issue of sexual violence against
girls, Ms Dutta said that it has 3 phases-

not highlighted because if the victims are from the lower
strata of the society.
Carrying the point of the chairperson forward, Ms Meena
Sharma agreed that media houses are hesitant when it
comes to broadcasting the stories about the plight of women
from lower classes. She further said that such stories are
discarded by the media as they form a part of everyday life.
She informed about the series of sting operations she had
conducted on the doctors indulging in sex-selective abortions
in Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Recalling her horrifying experience, Ms Sharma said that a
nexus of doctors, radiologists, gynaecologists and
compounders existed on that regional belt and out of 140
doctors on whom they had carried out the sting operations;
over 125 were ready to abort the foetus even in the
advanced stages of pregnancy. She narrated several other
instances where the apathy of the girl child was visible in the
fact that the parents are more interested in marrying away
their girl according against her wish which eventually led to
her murder because of dowry demands. However, she said
that only to say that patriarchal thinking is responsible for the
entire problem would not be enough. The solution lies in
changing the mindsets of even the women who can revolt
against the patriarchal households for petty reasons but
unable to stand up when it comes to persuading them to
indulge in sex selective abortions. She also blamed the
society and the family who prefer to criticize and put checks
on the victims after the crime instead of the perpetrators.
The chairperson of the session, Mr Shripal Shaktawat
concluded the session with a note that if we want to bring a
change in the society and end violence against the girl child,
we shall have to bring a change in our own mind sets towards
our women-folk before we set out to change the mind sets of
others.

Panel Discussion
2. Gender & Education

3.

Information - What is Sexual Violence?
Getting people to participate in the campaign in various
innovative ways
Looking for solutions and concrete actions.
Concluding her address, Ms Datta, said that if all the
stakeholders like the educators, law enforcement
agencies, civil society organizations and media do their
bit, then we should not be devoid of hope that change is
not possible.

The Chairperson remarked that the media too has to change
its attitude of first looking at the potential of the story to
highlight any crime against girl child in terms of TRP. For
instance, he said, that many stories of rape and violence are

Chairperson:
Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon
President and Chief Operating Officer, CMS
Panelists:
1. Prof John Attanasio
Professor of Law, SMU Dedman School of Law, USA
2. Mr Satish Jacob
Editor-in-Chief, Newswire Service, India
3. Mr Navniet Sekera
Deputy Inspector General of Police, Lucknow Range
Opening the discussion by introducing the panelists to the
audience, the Chairperson of the session, Prof Geeta Gandhi
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Kingdon said that differential treatment of sons and
daughters by parents exists partly due to a range of reasons
that are not commonly associated with gender bias –
specifically the absence of old age security (social pensions)
in India which compels parents to rely on sons for old-age
support . Thus, it is perceived that the gains from any
investment in daughters will be enjoyed in the future by her
in-laws’ family but the fruits of any investment in sons will be
reaped by the parents themselves. This asymmetry in
parental incentives to invest in girl and boy children is a
major factor behind biased treatment against the girl child
within the home itself. Another factor is the lack of solid,
implementable, laws that support women who are in abusive
marriages – e.g. absence of well-enforced pro-women
alimony laws.
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Prof. John Attanasio initiated his address by saying that
the topic of the conference was the headline news in United
States as it was in India too. He further informed that the
history of United States involving gender discrimination has
not been kind. Giving an example of the University of
Virginia, he said that women were not admitted in the
undergraduate courses in university till a court decision in
1970 however the situation is better now. Women did not
even get the right to vote in the United States
constitutionally until 1920 before the 19th amendment. In
the state of Texas, married women could not even sign the
contracts until as late as 1970s. Even the Supreme Court in
1860s had rejected women’s right to practice law saying that
their place is in the homes. However, the key change
happened in 1964 when congress passed Title 7 of the Civil
Rights Act which is the basic law which bans gender-based
employment discrimination. He further informed that Title 9
of the Civil Rights Act prohibits gender discrimination in all
educational programs that receive any funding from the
federal government. This includes primary and secondary
schools and universities. Effectively Title 9 applies to 16000
local school districts, 5000 for-profit schools and 3200
colleges and universities in United States. It very broadly
prohibits gender discrimination in financial aid, academic
programs, counseling and guidance, discipline, classroom
assignment, grading, vocational education, recreation,
physical education etc. It has been extended to sexual assault
and harassment cases in schools and universities. The office
of civil rights of the department of education enforces Title 9
which is very robust in enforcement. These laws have had an
enormous impact, he said. Today the statistic shows that
women outnumber men by very significant margins in
institutions of higher education.
Mr. Satish Jacob, in his address, said that although the
founding fathers of the Indian constitution took great care to
prevent injustice from being done on the basis of racial
discrimination or gender discrimination and we even have

sturdy laws to prevent gender based discrimination, however
the problem is in the mindset. This mindset creeps into every
sphere of life in India resulting in women being denied their
rights in a very subtle way. Giving the example of one of the
most sought after media schools, he said that it only had an
enrolment of 3% women. Still that school has produced some
of the best women journalists like Barkha Dutt which
qualifies the argument that girls perform better than boys as
far as education is concerned. Even the secondary school
results prove the point because every year the number of
girls topping the charts is rising as compared to the boys. He
further said that even in the field of journalism, women
journalists are more competent as compared to their male
counterparts. Still at every stage in life, a woman has to fight
for her rights. Concluding his address, Mr Jacob said that
discrimination can only be overcome by a collective change in
our mind sets.

Mr Navniet, in his address, opined that the key word is
Opportunity. Given the opportunity, girls have capability to
outdo boys. They are to be respected for their keen
competence. Women sacrifice their careers for their family
and children but that does not prove that they are
incompetent. On the contrary, agreeing with other panelists,
he said that women are more competent than men in every
field. The only reason why we have very few women at the
top is because either we do not give them an opportunity or
they opt out of their career for their families.
The session concluded with the Chairperson thanking the
panelists for the informative discussion on the topic.

Panel Discussion
3. Gender & Employment
Chairperson:
Mr Satish Jacob
Editor-in-Chief, Newswire Service, India
Panelists:
1. Dr Mohammad Shahat el Gendy
Secretary General of Supreme council for
Islamic Affairs, Egypt
2. Mr Shripal Shaktawat
Bureau Head, P7 News, Jaipur
3. Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon
President and Chief Operating Officer, CMS
The Chairperson of the session, Mr Satish Jacob, Editor-inChief, Newswire Service opened the floor for addresses by
the Panelists.
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The Chairperson, Mr Satish Jacob remarked that
Pakistan was relatively smaller in size than India and 70% of
the economy was controlled by the army owning big
factories and projects and which gave preference to men
above women in employment sector. He added that the
conservative mindset in Pakistan further prevented the
women from employment. However, he said, that situation
was better in bigger cities like Lahore and Karachi among
middle and upper middle class where a significant percent of
women were employed or self-employed. He agreed that the
situation was better in Bangladesh but it was even better in
Sri Lanka where women have greater participation in the
employment market.

Dr Mohammad Shahat el-Gendy, in his address,
pointed out that the condition of women was particularly
very bad in the third world in general. He attributed the
reason for this maltreatment of women to inequality, lack of
education, and discrimination in employment. He further
said that men and women both form the backbone of any
society, whether it is advanced or under-developed. Women,
like men, are human beings and therefore have a right to
respect. To accord this respect, we need to make effective
rules for upholding the rights of women, which is something
where we are lacking in some of the Muslim countries.
However, talking particularly about Egypt, he informed that
condition of women was good in education and employment.
They have good presence, if not equal in status to men, in
public service and also in politics. To improve the condition of
women further in Egypt, he exhorted the makers of the new
constitution in Egypt to include international agreements
which give equal status to women and abide by them. Some
people have wrongly interpreted Islam as preaching that men
and women do not have equal status but that was untrue. He
further said that the Holy Quran clearly states that both men
and women have a right to employment and earn money
without any limitation or discrimination, but in accordance
with Islamic Shariat laws. In Egypt, he said, women even have
a lot of legal capacity as in individually entering into contracts
which, as Mr John Attanasio had pointed out in his address
earlier was missing till some years before even in United
States. However, he agreed that there is some conflict
between the teachings of Islam and local traditions,
particularly in the Arab world, which results in injustice being
meted out to women. He further pointed out that the
positive role of media is a very important factor in reducing
discrimination as media can help greatly in changing the
mind sets.
Mr Shripal Shaktawat lauded the role of woman as
homemaker who works round the clock donning several hats
during the entire day but still not getting enough credit for
the same. Citing examples of backward areas in Rajasthan, he
said that in several areas, women in employment are denied
transfers to better-off districts and if they try to move to
those areas for better opportunities and education of their
children, they are penalized by the panchayats and the
superiors in employment. At times they also have to grant
undue favours to politicians to get their transfers. He
exhorted the policy makers to come up with policies which
accord equal status in employment to women and prevent
discrimination. He further said that considering the fact that
farming is the main source of income of the majority in
Rajasthan, it is noteworthy that women work in the fields for
longer hours than men. So in terms of earning from
employment, their contribution is much bigger than that of
men. He concluded by saying that though women do not get
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Prof. Geeta Gandhi Kingdon, President and Chief
Operating Officer, CMS pointed out that women’s life is
marred by factors such as high fertility (repeated childbirths),
and with that comes child rearing for which women have to
stay at home to bring up the children, depleted health due to
repeated child births, domestic violence and poverty.
Employment, labour force participation and the fact that
they earn while in employment, by contrast, empowers them
and raises women’s autonomy or their bargaining power in
the household. This greater autonomy enables women to
steer household choices in the direction of their own
preferences which is always towards family and child goods
like food, education, clothing etc. On the other hand, higher
proportion of men’s income goes to entertainment goods like
cinema, magazines, cigarettes, alcohol etc. This discovery led
to realization that collective models of the household, where
both men and women contribute monetarily, recognize the
individuality of the members of the household and decisions
are made within the household through a bargaining process
between the members. The bargaining power is dependent
on factors such as personal endowments like their education,
employment, their income etc and assets owned solely by
the individual which in case of dissolution of the marriage
would belong to the woman only. However, merely
proclaiming the idea that women are equal to men is
insufficient to achieve equality. Practical steps are needed to
promote employment in women. Typically women have to
demonstrate greater advancement and greater contribution
than men in order to demonstrate their equality with men. It
is observed that education improves the employment and
earning opportunities for women as it does in men but the
positive effects of education are limited in women due to
cultural norms that prevent women’s occupational choice
and due to possible labour market discrimination. Prof
Kingdon, referring to her research, showed how the
employment rates of women were considerably low in
Pakistan and higher in Bangladesh than in India.
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equal opportunities in employment, but wherever they are
employed they are doing consistently better than men even
in testing conditions.
Chairperson, Mr Satish Jacob concluded the session by
thanking the audience and the panelists.

educate and scrutinize our own self to improve upon the use
of vocabulary such as ‘eve-teasing’ and ‘head of households’
when referring the male members and become more gender
sensitive ourselves so that we are able to impart gender
appropriate attitudes to our children and students.

CLOSING REMARKS

Action Points for the Media: Chip away at this issue despite
your bureau’s need to chase TRPs. Socially conscious media
persons on this issue must chip away consistently.

Prof Geeta Gandhi Kingdon,
President and Chief Operating Officer, CMS
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In her closing remarks, Prof Kingdon said that the conference
has been tremendously empowering for her own self as well
as for Principals and teachers. She further said that it was a
high quality experience because of the quality of discourses
and it shows that much thought, research and passion exists
in this topic of discrimination against the girl child and
women. This gives one the hope that because people are
working in various agencies of UNO, in the media, among the
police and in academia, there will surely be an impact and
there will be acceleration at the rate at which the results are
being seen in the area of gender equality. The conference has
shown that the status of women is so poor in India that it is
almost a state of emergency and there is a great need for
impatience for change and action in this area. Further, there
needs to be a self realization that we must not rely only upon
the government, media, bureaucracy or NGOs to do the job.
Each one of us should and can take action to improve the
status of women at whichever level we operate on. Great
hope is placed upon education because mindsets are difficult
to change when you are an adult so you have to begin with
the children and therefore there is a great responsibility
upon schools to take up gender equality and to gendersensitize young minds, particularly those of boys. There are
glimpses of hope and recognition as was pointed out earlier
about 33% reservation of women in Panchayats by law in
India. Instances of exemplary work being done by the media
as was done by Mr Shripal Shaktawat and Dr Meena Sharma
by carrying out sting operations to expose extreme forms of
gender inequality and exploitation of women, establishment
of women’s powerline by the Lucknow Police and several
other noble initiatives show glimmers of hope. Another
important message that came out of the conference was to
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Action Points for Schools: Take our roles very seriously. We,
at schools need to take our roles, as teachers, very seriously –
as one of the MAIN people who influence young people’s
minds/attitudes about gender and how to treat opposite sex.
The conference concluded with Prof Kingdon thanking the
eminent guests and speakers, the audience and the
organizers of the conference.
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Conducted by Mrs Sadhna Bedi
Principal, CMS Chowk Campus
The Chief Guest of the Conference, Hon'ble Ms Dimple Yadav,
Member of Parliament and Guest of Honour Hon'ble
Mr Ahmad Hasan, Cabinet Minister for Health, Government
of Uttar Pradesh were accorded a very warm welcome on
their arrival at the World Unity Convention Centre. The
Honoured Guests were introduced by the CMS founder Dr
Jagdish Gandhi.
Music teachers of CMS invoked the blessings of God by
mellifluously rendering the prayer song “I bear witness O my
God!”. Hon'ble Ms Dimple Yadav subsequently inaugurated
the conference by lighting the lamp. She was duly joined by
Hon'ble Mr Ahmad Hasan and other dignitaries in lighting
the multipronged lamps on stage.
A thought provoking audio-visual presentation by Ms
Priyanka Bhardwaj, Creative Head, CMS followed the lighting
of the lamp. She informed about the skewed sex ratio
between males and females and delved deep into factors
leading to this alarming situation. She also elaborated factors
which could mitigate the problems connected to the girl
child.
Following the presentation of Ms Bhardwaj was a small act
by the primary level children of CMS Gomti Nagar whereby
they movingly portrayed the plight of a female foetus from
the level of conception in the womb, development of limbs,
sex determination and finally getting killed by its own
parents for being a girl. The concluding narration of the
deceased foetus was – “I was a Girl.” The presentation
seemed to question - “A girl can become a mother, a wife and
a girl-friend; why not a daughter ?”

Launch of Project UMMEED –
A CMS initiative for literacy of the
underprivileged girl child
A group of students from CMS Gomti Nagar campus gave a
power packed performance on stage on the popular
background score and song - “Oh Ri Chiraiya” and escorted
20 underprivileged girls with them to the stage. CMS has
pledged to support these 20 underprivileged girls by
enrolling them for free of cost literacy classes at its Station
Road Campus. Mrs Aruna Gupta, Principal, Station Road

Campus and Ms Priyanka Bhardwaj, Project Co-ordinator, are
the main promoters of this project and they explained it to
the audience. They said the school has also provided the girls
textbooks, uniforms and school bags.
Hon'ble Ms Dimple Yadav, Member of Parliament
subsequently launched Project UMMEED. She met each of
the 20 girls personally and handed over the uniforms, text
books and school bags. Showing her firm support for the
cause, Ms Yadav announced a monetary help of Rs 11,000/for each of these 20 girls.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Hon'ble Ms Dimple Yadav
Member of Parliament
Hon'ble Ms Yadav added a new dimension to the conference
when she pledged her support for the CMS initiative –
UMMEED. She expressed happiness at being a part of the
conference. She further said “It is very nice of Dr Jagdish
Gandhi, Founder Manager, CMS for giving me this
opportunity for taking part in the conference. I thank him and
all the members of CMS family for the same. This conference
will immensely help the girl child. The girls are precious. Their
education will help the society and nation as a whole to
march ahead and progress.” She concluded by saying that the
family where girls are educated gets the respect of the
society and the society that respects its women moves ahead
towards progress.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Hon'ble Mr Ahmed Hasan
Cabinet Minister for Health, Government of Uttar
Pradesh
Hon'ble Mr Ahmad Hasan dwelt on the pitiable condition of
the girl child prevalent in the Indian society and applauded
CMS and Dr Jagdish Gandhi for organising the conference on
this grave issue. He welcomed the renowned journalists and
participants from India and abroad who had come together
to take part in the deliberations of the Conference. He also
lauded the presence of Hon'ble Ms Dimple Yadav who had
recently created history by getting elected to the Parliament
unopposed from Kannauj. Expressing concern over the rising
cases of female foeticide, Hon'ble Mr Hasan said, “foeticide is
a heinous criminal act and we all will have to work together
to stop the practice. Some of us have already spoken to
declare it as murder. It is being observed that this is
becoming more prevalent in the cities as compared to
villages. The nursing homes found engaged in this practice
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will be closed down and punished. My experience says that
the girls look after the parents better. I request the CMS
Founder Manager to fight the problems together in effective
ways.”

Choreography by students of
CMS Gomti Nagar
The Presidential Address by Hon'ble Mr Ahmad Hasan was
followed by an excellently conceptualized choreography
portraying the plight of a girl by students of CMS Gomti
Nagar Campus. The choreography highlighted a girl's plight
when she is deprived of education by her father, watches
father's humiliation at the hands of the in-laws during her
marriage, faces torture at her in-laws place and finally ends
up being deserted by her husband.

OBJECTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE
Dr Jagdish Gandhi
Founder-Manager, CMS
Dr Gandhi took the opportunity of welcoming the Chief
Guest, Hon'ble Ms Dimple Yadav, Guest of Honour, Hon'ble
Mr Ahmad Hasan and all the eminent guests from media,
social activists, principals and teachers. While talking about
the objectives behind organising the conference, Dr Gandhi
said that the tendency to commit crimes against the girl child
is embedded in the minds and hearts of the society as the
hearts of people are not purified. He further said, “the man
of today is devoid of spirituality and he commits heinous
crime against girl child. He does it because he is not
spiritually educated. The solution lies in classroom. Schools
should act as lighthouse of the society. The children should
be given balanced material, divine and human education.
The teacher should act as transmitter of morality. It will
prevent children from going astray.” He concluded by saying
that we as the school should be much more responsible than
any other community or institution in preventing the
atrocities against the girl child.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Prof Geeta Kingdon
www.cmseducation.org/media
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In her Keynote Address Prof Kingdon focused upon research
based data about proportionate population shares of men
and women in different continents of the world through a
power point presentation. She informed that life expectancy
is a biological factor and favours the girl child at birth but,

despite this, the women's population is lower than men's.
The girl child faces disadvantage in all spheres namely life
expectancy, health care, literacy, employment, earnings,
physical and mental security and education. She pointed out
that investing in girls education gives the highest returns for
national development but it is ironic that despite this they
face problems in getting equal opportunities for education.
She quoted a school survey done in five districts of UP and
five districts of Bihar which showed that a high proportion of
teachers believed that girls were less enthusiastic and also
less capable than boys. Thus there was a need to change
teachers' attitudes. She further pointed out that increased
employment opportunities for women, stronger alimony
laws, and a generous old age pension scheme (which
removes the need for reliance on sons for old age support)
will help bring about gender equality. She said the media can
help in educating people about it. She concluded by saying
that women are valued more when they are educated to
become an extra pair of hands at work when they move to
their in-laws' house after marriage, i.e when they are not
seen merely as an extra mouth to feed.

MEDIA PERSPECTIVES
Ms Sunita Aron
Senior Resident Editor, Hindustan Times, Lucknow
Ms Aron in her address informed about the alarming
situation in Haryana and Punjab. She said that the disparity
between males and females in this region was very high. She
further informed that men from these states are moving to
distant states of India to get a bride for themselves. Brides
are even being purchased and after delivering the boys are
being sent back to their original home. On the other hand,
she gave a brighter side of the picture when she informed
about families in south-India adopting the girl child from
different communities. Similarly, she said, in Faizabad, in
Uttar Pradesh, lower caste families celebrate the birth of a
girl child. In these families the groom's family pays back to
bride's family at the time of marriage. She further said that
there is interesting news even from traditional Khap
Panchayats who have now declared to rigorously punish all
those who indulge in female foeticide. She concluded by
saying, “we women should be happy about growing
awareness and be proud of being a 'She'.”

Mr Jawed Naqvi
Senior Journalist, New Delhi
Mr Naqvi, in his enlightening address pointed out that it was
high time that we now find solutions to what is tantamount
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Mr Mukesh Sharma
Deputy Director General, Doordarshan
Mr Mukesh Sharma, in his address, informed the audience
about the good work he had already done to spread
awareness about welfare of the girl child. He further
informed that it was because of his own initiative that the
idea to have the slogans on importance of girl-child
education printed on every auto-rickshaw and bus in
Maharashtra came to be implemented by the RTO.
Particularly, a slogan in Marathi which translates to
'education of girl child brings prosperity' has been widely
appreciated by one and all. He also informed that he has
done extensive work in close collaboration with the UNICEF
on the rehabilitation and education of the girl child. UNICEF
is still continuing the practice as suggested by him to help the
education of girl child.
Mr Sharma supported his speech with a video of the program
on Doordarshan conceptualised by him to show the success
story of rehabilitation of poor girls. He suggested that the
media could go beyond the call of the duty by
conceptualising programmes that can help the girl child. He
was also in favour of bold sting operations by the media to
stop the exploitation of girls.

Mr Rahul Mahajan
Senior Executive Editor, News 24
In his address, Mr Rahul Mahajan informed that Himachal
Pradesh has a literacy rate 80-85% and proper health
facilities are easily accessible in even the far flung villages of
the state. But on the flip side, it is a pity that the male-female
ratio is poor as in many other states of the country. He
further said that therefore it is safe to conclude that the high
standards of education in a state cannot guarantee a healthy
male-female ratio. Even the prosperity of the state cannot
determine whether the problem of gender discrimination
exists or not. On the contrary, the male-female ratio in some
tribal areas of Himachal Pradesh and Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh is quite healthy. The reason for this is that the
society has found a solution of encouraging birth and
education of girl child by abolishing the dowry system. On
the contrary the boy's family pays the girl's family to marry.
Another unique feature in these regions is that the women
have a major role in the family's economy. He further quoted
a news story where the panchayats in Asra village of Uttar
Pradesh had prohibited use of cell phones and visits by
female members of the family to the markets and said that
the fault lay in our society which had become hypocrite. He
said that the government, NGOs or media alone cannot
eradicate this ill but it will have to be a concerted effort by
the society as a whole. He concluded by saying that if we all
take it upon ourselves to educate our girl-children, make
them independent to enable them to stand up on their own
feet then we will surely succeed in eradicating this evil from
the society.

Mr Sandeep Chaudhary
Prime Time Anchor, IBN7
Mr Chaudhary in his address said that a lot of instances
women themselves prove to be the biggest enemy of the girl
child because they consent to abort their own foetus or let
their girl-child be put to death. He further said that if the
mother puts her foot down then no one can even dare to
abort her foetus or harm her child. By consenting to abort
their own foetus, women have also become a part of the
corrupt system and are supporting it. Until and unless we
change this mentality, plain sloganeering will not improve the
situation. The need of the hour is to have a system of checks
and balances within the society itself apart from the existing
laws to create an equitable and just society, Mr Chaudhary
stressed. In a different scenario, he explained, there exist
households where the girl is the favourite child of the parents
and as she grows up in this atmosphere of love and affection,
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to something worse than racism, genocide and something as
abominable as holocaust. He further said that the pious
endeavours of the NGOs alone cannot solve the problem of
discrimination against girl child as the NGOs did not have the
where-with-all to check the kind of challenge the problem
presents. The problem required a massive political
movement dedicated to the cause of liberation of women
because they represent half the population. Mr Naqvi further
said that there are laws against female foeticide but people
in our country are capable of circumventing these laws and
short-circuiting them. To demonstrate this he gave an
example that there existed a 'Ladoo-Peda (two different
kinds of sweets) Syndrome' in the confines of an ultra-sound
room wherein the sonologists reveal the sex of the foetus in
coded words. He further said that the whole country is
running on a parallel black economy. There is no dearth of
laws in this country. What is required is a political will to
implement these laws. It is not possible to solve the problem
of gender unless other injustices prevailing in the society are
addressed simultaneously as all these injustices are
interlinked and share a common thread of an unequal and
unjust society which has to be changed by a huge political
Tsunami in which women take the lead, he concluded.
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over-protectiveness on the part of parents assumes such
enormous proportions that unknowingly they start
discriminating against their own favourite child by denying
opportunities to them which come gratis for the boy-child.
The girls bear the brunt of their parents' overly caring
attitude by being denied independence in pursuing their
education or career options just because the parents get
exceedingly cautious and protective. This results in the girls
being denied the opportunity to optimise their talents and
self-actualise themselves. If we as a society show our will to
take hard decisions to permit girls for their own course of
actions then probably we will also enable our girl child to
grow in full bloom and also self-actualise herself, he
concluded.

Mr Satish Jacob
Senior Journalist
Mr Jacob in his address said that it was regretful to say that
we are the most hypocritical society and country in the
world. On one hand, we take pride in our traditions and
teachings of the great men like Lord Buddha who taught us
non-violence and Mahatma Gandhi who followed him. We
worship women in the form of goddesses to the extent that
the most popular deities in our society are women
goddesses. But on the other hand, we do not hesitate to
murder our girl child. India has a dubious distinction of
murdering half-a-million women every year. Hitler's
extermination of 6 million Jews was called holocaust but we
in India are perpetrating holocaust on girl child year after
year for now more than 30 years. Today the situation has
arisen where men in Haryana travel 3000 miles to Kerala to
find a bride for them because women have disappeared in
their homeland. If the spate of female foeticides is not
stopped, we are sure to see an appalling scenario after 20-30
years. The brides will be difficult to find and India will never
have champions like SainaNehwal and P T Usha.
Unfortunately the laws formulated by the government are
making no impression at all and female foeticide continues
unabated. All this speaks about real situations and false
concern about the girl child on part of both the society and
us as individuals.
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Bureau Chief, Gulf News, New Delhi
Mr Ajay Jha in his address said that we in India take pride in
importing a lot of things that we can produce in our own
country and the time is not far when we may actually have to
import brides from other countries because the situation has

become so alarming. Women write the destiny of a
civilization and we are killing the civilization because a
country cannot survive without its women. He said that he
was a little disappointed to hear Mr Ahmad Hasan, Cabinet
Minister for Health, Government of Uttar Pradesh, when he
said that all ultrasound centres and nursing homes engaged
in female foeticide and sex determination will be closed
down. He suggested that the government should further take
steps by arresting those doctors and technicians engaged in
this heinous crime and putting them behind the bars. The
laws exist but they are not being implemented because of
greed. The ill-gotten money is shared at various levels. Mr Jha
further said that the emphasis has been on education for
most of this conference but education has to be backed up by
empowerment of the girl-child. Unless women are
empowered in the society, education cannot do much
because if they are suppressed, they cannot play their
designated role in the society, nothing much will change. For
us to see the difference, women have to be treated at par
with the men. Media is the mirror of the society. It can show
the problem and create awareness. Beyond that, it is the
government which can take further steps and we as the
society can put pressure on the government to act and not
just formulate laws. If the government starts acting, then we
can see a bright future ahead of us, Mr Jha concluded.

PERSPECTIVE OF SOCIAL ACTIVISTS
Ms Bijayalaxmi Nanda
Professor Miranda House and Social Activist
In her address, Ms Bijayalaxmi Nanda pointed out that the
kind of stereotypes, attitudes and feelings we have for the
girl child emerge from an understanding that is probably
there within all of us which we do not accept. She disagreed
with the notion put forth by one of the speakers that women
were themselves enemies of women in the context of sex
selection especially the idea that mothers-in-law coerce
abortion of female foetuses. Saying that would perhaps mean
that women have a choice to save their girl child from
foeticide but the fact is that they do not have that choice, she
explained. Women in India have limited right over their
bodies by the Medical Termination Act of 1971 which gives
them the medical right to use abortion in certain cases.
Abortion is not an issue until it is done after determining the
sex of the foetus and finding it to be female, which then
becomes a crime in India under the PCPNDT act of 1994. Ms
Nanda further said that it is important to recognise that the
question is not about the right to life or right to choice but
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Dr Sabu George
Child Rights Activist, New Delhi
Dr Sabu George, in his address informed that sex selection
was brought to India 40 years ago because the population
agencies in the world saw sex selection as the quickest way
to check population growth. The first research was done in
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences. The Population
Council scientists set up a department of reproductive
physiology in the early 70's which was funded by the
Rockefeller foundation. By mid 70s, government hospitals in
Delhi were offering genetic tests for sex determination.
Eminent medical scientists through a research paper actually
said that sex selection would be a boon for Indian women.
The first genetic tests were performed in Meerut Medical
College in 1978. If male-female ratio in Meerut is very low,
the reason for that is the doctors had begun sex selection a
long time back. Uttar Pradesh is losing 2 lac girls in a year
because of sex selection which means 8% of the girls are not
allowed to be born. When a medical profession begins
promoting a certain practise, it becomes a huge business. We
know that in Lucknow there are still clinics engaged in sex
determination and this is happening because there is no
proper implementation of laws. He further expressed hope
that probably there will be implementation of laws after
what Hon'ble Health Minister said earlier today because this
is the only thing that can stop the crimes of the organised
medical profession. The involvement of doctors in
eliminating the female foetuses is a medical crime and we
need to stop this genocide. If we wait we will lose hundreds

of millions of girls. Further, while we talk about the
involvement of doctors, families and history of
discrimination against women, we cannot forget the role of
multi-national corporations which create a market by
promoting anti-girl practises, Mr George said. He further
informed that the companies which have been penalised in
the United States for violating domestic laws are freely doing
business and making money by promoting sex selection in
India.

PERSPECTIVE OF INTELLEGENTIA
AND DIPLOMATS
Mr Joginder Singh
IPS (Retd), Former Director, CBI
Mr Joginder Singh in his addresses suggested that one should
dwell on bright examples to motivate parents to cherish the
birth of their girl child and love her. He further demonstrated
the same by quoting a real life incident when he was present.
In that function one girl bagged most of the gold medals in
different disciplines, with the boys and others following her
by coming second. 'Curious to know her secret, I asked what
her father did and got to know that she was from a very poor
family and her father hardly had any money for her studies',
Mr Singh said. Upon further enquiry, the girl informed that
she borrowed the books from her friends at night when they
went to bed, studied at night and returned the books to
them once they woke up in the morning. Despite heavy odds,
the girl showed determination and achieved her aim of
becoming a topper and standing on her own feet. Later, she
went on to become a doctor. Citing this example, Mr Singh
reiterated that we should give shining examples of
extraordinary girls from the same state or the city to parents
so that they can get motivated and value their girl-children.
Give them freedom and they will prove themselves second to
none, said Mr Singh. You cannot change the position of the
women overnight. It has been a battle between the 'haves'
and 'have nots' since the ancient times. But the change will
come, whether it comes to the extent we want in our
generation or not. The onus lies on each one of us. If we
decide that we will not allow this atrocity on girl-child to
continue then we'll surely succeed in reducing it to a
considerable extent, Mr Singh concluded.

Mr Peter Vrooman
Spokesperson, US Embassy, New Delhi
Mr Peter Vrooman informed about the Call to Action
Campaign which India, United States and Ethiopia are jointly
leading to help save children's lives. He further informed that
in his student days he had studied under Nobel laureate, Prof
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the misuse of reproductive technologies. The unethical and
illegal medical practitioners have labelled a female foetus as
great congenital abnormality. Families want a boy child and
therefore the doctors encourage the birth of boy children. In
the west, a number of technologies have emerged that
openly talk about sex selection and are promoting 'Eugenics',
allowing the parents to go baby shopping, letting them
choose the colour of unborn baby's eyes, skin etc. She
stressed that we do not have a right to bring about such
changes and that the global order needs to question the
spread of such technologies. Therefore, she said, when we
question the culture of India and stick to only changing the
mind sets; we are ignoring the markets which are driving this
demand. She further said that sadly enough education has
not brought about a change in the way people think about
sex selection. Therefore teachers need to teach concepts
which are against the notions of gender inequality, erase the
stereotypes and break those age-old myths.
Ms Nanda said that we need to look at the link between
empathy, education, employment and employment.
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Amartya Sen, a humanist with a remarkable insight who is
also the only non-American to receive the National
Humanities medal from President Barack Obama. Recalling
Prof Sen's lectures on poverty and famines, he said that
famines are not caused by absence of food alone but brought
about because poor people lack the purchasing power or
capacity to buy food. In fact, Prof Sen's research revealed
that many famine stricken areas of the world actually
exported food while people died. The most remarkable and
infact depressing insight from Prof Sen was that given equal
opportunities and access to food, shelter, health and
education, a young girl has a better chance of reaching
adulthood than a young boy and this earlier advantage
combined with a generally longer lifespan contributes to a
female-to-male ratio that is normally greater than fifty
percent. Mr Vrooman further said that what
Dr Amartya Sen found in the demography of India and China
and other Asian countries was a skewing of the demographic
balance so much so that according to his estimates, there are
as many as 100 million missing women worldwide. Gender
inequality, foeticide and other factors are contributing to the
gender gap and increasingly to the dangers faced by the
female foetus, girl child and many young women in many
parts of the world. Mr Vrooman further pointed out that this
discrimination against the girl child and unjust treatment
towards her was certainly preventable through education
and that schools like CMS can make a huge difference by
educating girls. He also applauded the CMS initiative for
literacy of the girl child 'UMMEED' launched earlier in the
day. Mr Vrooman further said that Media too had an
important role in amplifying the calls for action emanating
from civil society and perhaps more importantly by
generating and inspiring debate and reflection on the root
causes of foeticide and inequality. Mr Vrooman questioned
the existence of the dowry system in the Indian society which
was banned in 1961 by law and which distorts the economics
of gender by forcing families with girls to pay a heavy price to
get them married. He expressed confidence that Indians will
find the answers and address this crisis because ignoring the
equality of the girl child will be fateful and will continue to
bring misfortunes in many forms.
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Former Joint Secretary, Law, Govt of Uttar Pradesh and
General Secretary, CMS
Mr Gupta, in his closing address, informed that the U.N.
General Assembly's Special Session on Children held in 2002
in New York adopted a declaration and a plan of action under

the title, 'A World Fit For Children' which called upon a global
movement with the commitment to (1) put children first, (2)
eradicate poverty, invest in children and (3) leave no child
behind (to put an end to all forms of discrimination), (4) Care
for every child and (5) educate every child. He also talked
about the Convention on Child Rights and some provisions of
Millennium Development Goals sought to be achieved by
2015 and questioned if these resolutions and declaration
have been adopted in practise by the governments and goals
achieved. He further said that the falling female-to-male ratio
has disturbed the balance of nature. A woman is a media of
life creation and therefore has to be protected. Her
contribution to the family is immense. He quoted a popular
saying that 'a son is the son till he gets a wife, a daughter will
be your daughter for the whole of your life.' The situation is
very alarming and every person, family and society should
come forward to save and protect the girl child. He exhorted
that there is an urgent need for creation of widespread
awareness through Media, social networking and mobilising
support for this cause. The social evils of our society lead the
parents to think about the horrible option of foeticide. Mr
Gupta further said that eradicating poverty will lead to better
conditions and provide courage and confidence to parents
and automatically check atrocities against girl child. Nongovernment and Civil organisations must work with
dedication to create awareness on this issue. Albert Einstein
had said that 'the world is a dangerous place not because of
those who do evil but because of those who look on and do
nothing.' Therefore it is imperative that we come together
and work with dedication towards eradicating this evil.
Fortunately that a lot of meaningful discussions have taken
place today on this issue of National importance and now
there is a need to create further awareness. He concluded by
expressing his gratitude to all the speakers for sparing their
precious time and contributing in spreading awareness on
this issue.

INTERACTIVE SESSION
The post lunch session saw a stimulating and enthralling
Interactive Roundtable Discussion facilitated by
Mr Sandeep Chaudhary, Prime Time Anchor, IBN7, New Delhi
who conducted the session in an excellent manner, ensuring
optimum participation amongst the panelists and also
between the members of the audience & the panelists.
At the outset the facilitator welcomed all the panelists and
new participants who joined the panel for the interactive
session. In his introduction, Mr Chaudhary opined that it
indeed was a noble endeavour to deliberate on how to save a
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Dr Renu Makker, a leading city gynaecologist
conveyed her perspective on foeticide and the unethical
usage of ultrasound machine. She averred that the gadget is
as important as a Stethoscope, Glucometer or a Blood
Pressure Instrument for a doctor for diagnosis of various
diseases and monitoring of the foetus. She said that the
machine was indispensable for doctors as it could diagnose
abnormalities in foetus and other congenital diseases initially
even after 2-3 weeks of pregnancy. She also highlighted the
fact that she does not get much of these cases of sex
determination coming to her; in fact most of the would-be
parents coming to her never asked her about the sex of the
foetus.

Mr Sabu George, Social Activist from Delhi
interjected and asked Dr Makkar as to why doctors do not
raise their voice against unethical use of ultrasound
machines to which Dr Makkar responded by saying that
doctors being very busy professionals hardly find time to
raise their voice against the unethical practises by a handful
of insensitive doctors.

Ms Archanaa Pande, Principal, Asharfabad
Campus, raised the issue of gender inequality by saying
that on one hand women are asked to stand up in equality
with men while on the other hand, women look for separate
queues everywhere for themselves. She also mentioned
about gender sensitisation in the children's textbooks which
impressed upon the young minds that a mother's place is at
home in the kitchen and that of father's in the office.

Ms Bijayalaxmi Nanda, Professor, Miranda
House, New Delhi and Social Activist, responded to
Ms Pande's query by saying that regarding having a separate
queue for women was a policy of reservation given to those
who have been marginalised for a very long time to give
them a certain advantage. She further averred that it is true
that till now the textbooks have been portraying the role of
women as housewives and men as earning members
however the NCERT are constantly working in the direction
of improving textbooks and talking about women in different
spheres of life.

Mr Satish Jacob, Former Deputy Bureau Chief,
BBC India enquired from Dr Renu Makkar about the number
of prospective young parents who came to her and asked
about the sex of the foetus and to which class of society did
they belong.

To Mr Jacob's query, Dr Makkar responded by saying
that she usually gets clients from the upper class of the
society and some of them did ask about the sex of the foetus
but that was only to help them in their baby-shopping.
Mr Sandeep Chaudhary, the facilitator of the session
asked for Ambassador Michel de Salaberry's views on
stereotyping in the west and whether the west had overcome
this problem or was still facing it.
Ambassador Michel de Salaberry, Former Ambassador,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Canada brought out that North
America, particularly Canada had an inverse situation.
Education in Canada, he said, is critical to determine person's
fate in life and boys are more difficult at school than girls to
such an extent that a serious discussion is on in Quebec to
segregate boys and girls so as to give a chance to the boys to
be able to be successful at school because the girls are taking
over. On a different note, Ambassador Salaberry expressed
his concern over the fact the technologies used for sex
determination are also being used to abort foetuses with
handicap.
Mr Peter Vrooman, Spokesperson, US Embassy
informed that there is a big political debate on this issue and
also a debate over rights about the whole issue of abortion
or termination of pregnancy. Unfortunately this gives rise to
another dilemma in people's minds that lawmakers may
infringe upon a woman's right to choose. That adds to the
complexity in the decisions that the individual parents,
doctors and ultimately lawmakers have to wrestle with. With
the advancement of technology, these questions, whether
about the use of sonogram or genetic testing, become more
complex because you are aware that you have the potential
to detect and know and there is a thin line when it comes to
blaming the technology or blaming ourselves.
Upon being asked by the Facilitator about the conditions in
Egypt, Professor Mohd Shahat EI Gendy, the Secretary
General of the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs & Member
of Islamic Research Academy of Al-Azhar of Egypt responded
that be it the women in India or Africa, we are not dealing
with the problem correctly. In dealing with this problem, he
said, we must recognise that there are many dimensions,
including religious, social, economic, cultural and moral
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girl child. Various speakers during the day, he said, aired
varied opinions on the subject and clarified that he, during
his address, provoked women to come out and fight against
foeticide and discrimination against the girl child and
reposed faith that the women folk is capable of putting up a
fight to save the Girl Child. With this, Mr Chaudhary opened
the floor for questions from the audience and discussions.
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dimensions. We have to offer integrated solutions to address
all these dimensions. He asserted that it should be the
collective responsibility of education system, schools, mother
and father to teach culture and conduct to children. The
problem is not in laws because as per law it is a punishable
crime. The real problem lies in the conduct of the people and
culture of the society. He suggested that it was of utmost
importance to spread awareness by going from people to
people, involving religious leaders, teachers, parents and
media and explaining people reasons behind this problem.
Referring to a dictate issued by a Khap in Western Uttar
Pradesh according to which there could be only be five
people in a marriage procession and just one rupee was to
be spent on the marriage, which continued successfully for
around 5 to 6 years, Mr Sandeep Chaudhary, the facilitator of
the session turned his attention to Mr Jawed Naqvi, Senior
Journalist and asked for his opinion on whether we can
utilise these communities such as Khap or the religious
leaders to tackle a problem as grave as the saving the girl
child.

Mr Jawed Naqvi responded by saying that it is
dangerous to go to religious leaders. They issue conservative
dictates and spread hatred. He asserted that state is supreme
and people should be governed through the Parliament and
Supreme Court. There are feudal and consumerist aspects to
the problem. He asserted that it is a crime which is to be
dealt with not by policing but by changing the hearts and the
mind sets of the people. He further said that irrational hatred
of the other; in other words, a sadomasochistic thinking
which persuades a person to kill one's own daughter is
indicative of the level of values and suggested that the fall in
the level of values can only be changed by a huge political
gamut.
The facilitator stepped in once again and turning his
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attention to Mr Ajay Jha, Bureau Chief, Gulf News,
asked him whether there can be a simpler and
straightforward way out with tangible targets to change the
mentality and mind sets.
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Mr Ajay Jha responded by saying that things change only
if there is a desire. However, he said, to a large extent the
onus lies with the government because we can only discuss
and highlight the problem and influence opinion but ultimate
implementation of policy is in the hands of government
authorities. He opined that punitive action should be taken
against erring sex determining doctors and those undertaking
illegitimate abortions.

Professor Geeta Kingdon, President & Chief
Operating Officer, CMS, said that bias against girls is a
complex issue involving social, cultural and economic
aspects, and that the economic aspect is particularly
important.
Prof Kingdon said, part of the reason why people prefer sons
is the fact that there is no old age pension which forces
parents to rely on sons for old-age support. Any benefits of
the girls' education are reaped by their in-laws and not by the
parents who invest in their education, health and growth.
That is one of the most powerful reasons for the parents to
prefer sons against daughters. She further said that if we
have to tackle this problem of discrimination against girls
including foeticide, then we have to take some policy
measures immediately. She strongly proposed policy
measures such as stronger old age pension and alimony laws
so that girls may be valued more, and parents may invest
equally in the children of both sexes and educate the girl
child to make her self-reliant.
To a query raised by Mr Jayant Malviya, a teacher at
CMS Station Road campus regarding increasing focus on spicy
news by the media which is at times objectionable to women
and children, Mr Satish Jacob, Senior Journalist expressed
concern that media neglects burning social issues at times
and focuses on spicy news. The reason for this cited by
Mr Jacob was that the media is also bound by economic
constraints and social issues are not very lucrative from the
point of view of the managers of the media and therefore are
denied as much attention as accorded to political and spicy
news.

Mr Arthur J. Collins from Humanity in Unity,
USA added that the mainstream media has focus on what
will sell. He said that in the USA, a lot of news programs are
modified to capture the audience for the sitcom that follows.
People tend to follow the sitcom which follows the news.
Therefore though the avenue to present news existed but it is
also coupled and became overridden with a desire to
generate TV audience.

Mr Peter Vrooman, Spokesperson, US Embassy
said that though in USA the media manages to cover a great
deal of different news stories and does good investigative
journalism, it is facing the same challenges that are seen here
in India like the question of economics. Press is one bastion
of a democracy which does rely on economic system to
maintain its livelihood. Healthcare has been a major issue of
the political debates in the United States. Some of the media
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The Facilitator, Mr Sandeep Chaudhary further asked
Ms Naznene Rowhani, Secretary, National Spiritual Assembly
of Bahai's of India about her opinion on whether there is a
difference between the western countries and India where
people are fighting for basic necessities, in the way that
socially relevant issues don't get that kind of media attention
that they deserve while in the west, despite several problems
like recession and unemployment, the basic social security
network is in place. So the issues that are extremely socially
relevant do not catch the attention of the mainstream media
the way they ought to in India.

Ms Naznene Rowhani responded by saying that media
needs the will to act. Giving the examples of the revolution in
Egypt which was born and spread with the aid of social
media like twitter and facebook and an Indian TV show
Satyamev Jayate which intelligently used the media to
highlight grave social issues, she continued that media has a
choice to be either manipulative or be an instrument for
raising consciousness.
Mr Rishi Khanna, Organising Secretary of the
conference from the audience raised the question of
ethical and unethical journalism. The electronic media, he
said, was blamed for filming the episode in Guwahati without
calling the police, in order to raise TRP.

Ms Naznene Rowhani replied that the journalist who
filmed the episode tried to intervene but he was
outnumbered and the next best thing he could do is film the
incident. She further mentioned that perhaps media raised
awareness and brought the attention of the nation to this
gruesome incident.
Mr Jawed Naqvi, while commenting on the Guwahati
incident said that the media, particularly the electronic
media is being increasingly voyeuristic. He averred that there
is corporatization of media and ownership of media houses.
There has never been a time when any Media owner has
been exposed to public for his or her misdeeds. He further
said that the crop of journalists, which was enthusiastic and
used to question the system, does not exist now. Media has

become part of the system now and therefore it does not
question the system any longer.

Mrs Zena Sorabjee, Vice Chairperson, National
Spiritual Assembly of Bahai's of India agreed that
the Media was increasingly getting committed to its own
gains rather than for the welfare of the society. Regarding the
Guwahati incident, she commented that the journalist in
question had enough time to first call the police and then
continue his filming but he did not make that choice. She
further said that Media must work with the religious leaders
in debunking the age-old religious theories which call for the
necessity of having a boy-child in the household.

Mr Gamal Zayda, Managing Editor of the AlAhram Newspaper in Egypt said that the Media is
becoming increasingly commercialised in Egypt as well and
spicy and political news get the priority but not the socially
relevant issues which have receded to the background. He
attributed this to the lack of presence of a regulatory body
for satellitls. e channels.
The facilitator of the session, Mr Sandeep Chaudhary,

describing the situation as a catch-22 situation put
forth this query as to how to resolve it when the
viewership for entertainment and spicy news was
much more than for socially relevant issues.

Mr Arthur J. Collins from USA said that with the
advent of social media like Twitter and Facebook in the
United States, the viewership of mainstream media was
going down because people were getting all the information
they wanted from the internet. He further said that news
which portrayed someone in bad light were pulled out at the
last minute but still people got what they wanted to read
from the internet. Therefore, when people wanted
information, they can get it through alternate ways.
Prof Mohd Shahat EI Gendy said that we can change
the behaviour and mind set of people towards this issue only
by fulfilling their needs since most of the population
concerned with this issue was poor and then by creating
awareness amongst the masses. Media, both print and
electronic, have the biggest role in spreading awareness.
However, we cannot expect only Media to find solutions to
this complex issue which involved social and economic
aspects.
Mr Sandeep Chaudhary, turning his attention to
Ms Bijayalaxmi Nanda, asked why can this issue of saving the
girl child not take the form of a mass movement and bring
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in the US believe that a recent Supreme Court decision on
the Affordable Healthcare Act in the United States may take a
politicised form of that particular legislation away from the
centre stage. The challenge for the Republican Presidential
nominee would be how they handle the questions people
raise about actual affordable healthcare and coverage of
healthcare and things that are contentious within the
healthcare issues that they were wrestling with.
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the common man to the streets like the issue of Corruption.

Ms Bijayalaxmi Nanda responded by saying that the
reason which prevents the issue from taking the form of a
mass movement is perhaps because not everyone is affected
by it. When a girl-child is eliminated, all the interested parties
are in agreement, be it the parents or the doctor. There was
such a mass movement against the dowry system sometime
back because there was outrage in people against dowry
murders. That outrage against the plight of the girl child is
missing in the population. It is because of the increasing
psyche of familiarisation and de-sensitisation amongst the
masses that have started believing that elimination of the girl
child is not such a big issue to be given attention to. Media
has a very important role to play in instilling a sense of
concern, anguish and outrage in the minds of people against
doctors who are practising illegally and families who practice
discrimination.
Ms Susmita Basu, Head, Quality Assurance and
Innovations Department of CMS commented that
the ultrasound machine initially came into use to help the
medical profession in diagnosing various
diseases/abnormalities in patients. Gradually, she said, it
came to be used to detect congenital or other defects of
foetus. Posing a question to Dr Renu Makker, Ms Basu
inquired whether we are justified in terminating the foetus
upon the knowledge of any abnormality detected through
ultrasound.

Dr Renu Makker in her response, emphasized upon the
necessity of foetus examination to detect any abnormality.
She also said that at the end of the day, in the event of
detection of any abnormality in the foetus through
ultrasound, the gynaecologists leave the decision upon the
parents about whether to continue or terminate the
pregnancy.
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Mr Sandeep Chaudhary concluded the session with his
final remarks and said that the daylong discussion by the
panellists have led to the deduction that if we are to
seriously work towards saving the girl child then we need to
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focus on education, concerted combined efforts, political will,
tangible goals, calibrated action, huge role of cinema and
doctors educating patients.

Dr Jagdish Gandhi, Founder-Manager, CMS and
Chief Patron of the Conference thanked Mr Sandeep
Chaudhary, the facilitator and all the panellists for their
immense contribution during the session. He also thanked
principals and teachers of CMS and stressed upon them to
bring about change in the mindset of children in the
classroom. He further expressed his gratitude to Mrs Dimple
Yadav and Mr Ahmad Hasan in for gracing the occasion and
thanked the local media me for covering the event.
The conference concluded with a formal Vote of Thanks by
Prof Geeta Kingdon, Chief Operating Officer of CMS. She
profusely thanked Mr Sandeep Choudhary for excellent
conduct of the interactive session as a facilitator and for
ensuring universal participation. She thanked all the
participants from India and abroad, journalists and religious
leaders for their thought-provoking expressions.

International Media Conference 2017
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Government of Uttar Pradesh
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